MARYLAND MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

DATE:

   Thursday, November 19, 2015

TIME:

   1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

  

LOCATION:    Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

   201 W. Preston Street, Lobby Conference Room L-1
               Baltimore, Maryland  21201
******************************************************************************

AGENDA
I.       Departmental Update 

II.       IMD Services/Waiver 
III.       Enrollment Update 
IV.       1095-B Update 

V.       Telemedicine – SUD and Application 
VI.       CCBHC Update  
VII. Behavioral Health System Report 

VIII. Waiver, State Plan and Regulations Changes 

IX.       Public Comments

X.       Adjournment

Date and Location of Next Meeting:

Monday, January 25, 2016, 1:00 – 2:45 p.m.

Miller Senate Office Building

Senate Finance Committee Hearing Room

                                                        11 Bladen Street, 3rd Floor

       Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Staff Contact: Ms. Carrol Barnes - (410) 767-5213 
Committee members are asked to call staff if unable to attend
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

October 22, 2015
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:10 p.m.  Committee members approved the minutes from the September 24, 2015 meeting as written.  Ms. Louisa Baucom attended the meeting for Delegate Matthew Morgan, Ms. Michelle García attended for Delegate Joseline Peña-Melnyk, Ms. Anne Flagg attended for Ms. Rosemary Malone and Ms. Nicki McCann attended for Ms. Susan Phelps.
Departmental Report 

Ms. Shannon McMahon, Deputy Secretary for Health Care Financing, informed the Committee that the Medicare Part B premiums are going up significantly next year and in addition to that there is no Social Security increase which creates a sort of perfect storm for higher income folks who will have to pay that are on Medicare (see attached handout).  The other perfect storm is there is no hold-harmless for lower and middle income people who are on Social Security for State Medicaid programs who pay those Medicare Part B premiums.  
For people who are full or partial dual-eligibles, the cost to the State for this increase is about $48 million per year.  We are trying to educate Congress that states should have a similar hold-harmless provision as lower and middle individuals have.  In addition it comes at a difficult time from a State budgeting prospective because next year the Department will have to cover the cost of the Medicaid expansion.  
Ms. McMahon asked Committee members to share their concerns regarding this issue to the Maryland Congressional delegation.  The Committee agreed to send a letter and Committee members will send individual letters of concern.  The Department will send Committee members a sample letter as a guide.
State Innovation Model Update   
Ms. Tricia Roddy, Director, Planning Administration, gave the Committee an update on where the Department is on the State Innovation Model (SIM) (See attached handout).  The Department will provide the Committee with more information on the stakeholder process in the near future.  The Department hired EBG to assist with developing an integration program for the duals.  In addition, Berkeley Research Group was hired to develop statewide population health metrics.

Senator Kelley raised the question of where the State is regarding telemedicine.  She stated the regulations regarding the use of telemedicine are very limiting and have disincentives.  Consider how many people there are in the community that receive Medicaid and cannot get to a health care facility that can be monitored on a regular basis through telemedicine.  Telemedicine should not be limited to people in rural areas.  There are many people in the suburbs and in the city with mobility challenges.  

The Department clarified that telemedicine is not limited to rural areas and spoke on its efforts to improve the telemedicine program.  
Eligibility Update   

Ms. Debbie Ruppert, Executive Director, Office of Eligibility Services, informed the Committee there are currently 1.2 million recipients on the Medicaid rolls as of September 2015.  We continue to work on redeterminations, moving individuals from Client Automated Resource and Eligibility System (CARES) to the new Maryland Health Connection (MHC) and working with community partners.   The majority of individuals have converted and the Department anticipates that the transition from CARES to MHC will be complete by April 2016.  Last year was our first year with the new MHC application and have started the auto-renewal process this year.  As of October 31, 2015, there were 8,600 and 54% of those were auto-renewals.  For November 30th we had 26,000 and 57% of those we were able to auto-renew.  Once this CARES conversion is complete, there will be a significant decrease in churning because they won’t have to do applications to maintain their benefits.

There are some reasons individuals do not qualify for auto-renewals like when a woman is pregnant and there is a change in the family, if someone had not been able to electronically verify their eligibility through the system, and if someone changes from a non-premium program to a premium program we want the applicant to report because it has financial implications whether it is Maryland Children’s Health Program (MCHP) or Qualified Health Plan (QHP) or assistance.  These individuals require a simplified renewal.  

All of the data has been obtained to put together an access guide which should be available by the beginning of November.  This will be a one page guide that lists all of the pertinent information for Department of Social Services (DSS) offices and Local Health Departments (LHDs) as well as pertinent information on additional benefits and assistance.
Ms. Ann Flagg from the Department of Human Resources (DHR) reported that their staff is focused on connecting people to DSS or other entities to assist in the application process.  Staff have attended community fairs and events, and placed information in school backpacks.  These DHR efforts have resulted in 1,500 enrollments per day.  The DHR is concentrating on the group of individuals that have started an application and for some reason did not complete it.  Staff has reached out to these individuals as well as individuals that were disenrolled for failure to take action or provide verification.  We give a reminder text to remind people of their upcoming renewal or have been delinquent in their renewal.
The DSSs and DHR staff are going to community centers, church events, etc. where they can connect with large groups of people to do eligibility determinations.  Baltimore City is doing a good job of identifying the zip codes where we know we have a lot of people that are not converting.  There is a ramped up effort to connect with people in those areas.  There are enrollment fairs and outreach events that are coming up.  The Department will provide a list of those events.

HealthChoice Evaluation Update 
Ms. Alyssa Brown, Health Policy Analyst, Planning Administration gave the Committee a brief overview of the highlights of the HealthChoice Evaluation that covers the period from 2009-2013 (see attached presentation).  The program is split into five different sections that are meant to address some of the objectives of the HealthChoice Program implemented in 1997.  Evaluations are done on an annual basis.  The Department has done 5 comprehensive evaluations to date that are timed to coincide with renewals of the Department’s 1115 waiver.
Community Forums on Health System Transformation 
Vincent DeMarco, Maryland Citizens’ Health Initiative, gave the Committee an overview of the report from the Consumer Outreach Taskforce, a subcommittee of the Health Services Cost Review Commission (HSCRC) Advisory Council (see attached handout).  The rational for this consumer outreach is to inform Marylanders about the current health system transformation and encourage them to be a part of the process.  The full report can be found on the www.healthcareforall.com website.
Behavioral Health System Report

No update provided.

Waiver, State Plan and Regulation Changes

Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services, informed the Committee that the Department did receive approval from the federal government to add Physician’s Assistants as providers retroactive to July 1, 2015.
Public Comments 
No public comment given.
Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.
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