MARYLAND MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

DATE:

   Thursday, May 28, 2015
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   1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
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******************************************************************************

AGENDA
I.      Departmental Update 

II.      Enrollment and ACA Update
III.      MAGI Medicaid Renewal Process 

IV. Budget Update
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VI. Behavioral Health System Report
VII. Waiver, State Plan and Regulations Changes 
VIII. Public Comments

IX.  Adjournment
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

April 23, 2015
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:10 p.m.  Committee members approved the minutes from the March 23, 2015 meeting as written.  Ms. Donna Fortson attended the meeting for Samuel Ross, M.D. and Mr. Herb Cromwell attended for Ms. Lori Doyle.
Departmental Report 

Ms. Shannon McMahon, Deputy Secretary for Health Care Financing, thanked all that supported the Department during the 2015 legislative session.  A special thanks was given to Senator Kelley for her leadership on a piece of challenging legislation on the last day of session. 
The budget bill is being reviewed at the Governor’s office and the Department of Budget and Management (DBM).  At this time the Department is not able to comment about whether items in Section 48 will be funded.

Next Wednesday, at the Board of Public Works (BPW), the Department will present a one year extension of its existing dental contract.  The Department has started looking at bids for a new contract and is asking the BPW to extend the existing contract so we can complete that procurement.  The Department will also be presenting an 18 month extension of the existing operations and maintenance contract for the existing Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS) system.  The Department continues to work on Medicaid Enterprise Restructuring Process (MERP).

The Department met with the local health officers (LHOs) and discussed the Administrative Care Coordination Unit (ACCU) grant and the utilization of those funds.
A motion was made, second and adopted to send a letter from the Committee to the Secretary asking that he encourage the Governor to spend the money that has been restricted for Medicaid and health care as designated.  The Committee had a discussion about their concerns and encouraged each other to have their stakeholder organizations communicate their concerns to the Governor via the Secretary.  Mr. Lindamood will draft this correspondence.
Ms. Alice Middleton gave the Committee an update on the Maryland Medicaid Renewal Process.  Our new Health Benefits Exchange (HBX) launched in November and it is going well.  Now it is time for us to transition all of our Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) Medicaid enrollees into that new system.  We have enrollees in our old Health Exchange (HX) system and MAGI enrollees in our Client Automated Resource and Eligibility System (CARES) system that need to re-enroll into our new HBX.  We have just started our first round of redeterminations into the new system and enrollees are sent a letter 75 days in advance.  We started this process in January 2015.  The letter lets them know that it is time to renew their coverage and they need to go to the new HBX to do so.  The letter also has information on the various ways to apply (online, by telephone, in person at a department of social services (DSS) office or local health department, or at a Navigator site).  It also has information about the screen flows, how to answer certain questions and how to get through the process.  
Our first renewals were set to close on March 31, 2015 and we did have some people close.  Individuals have the entire month of April to continue to reapply and get coverage back to April 1, 2015 and we are asking everyone to encourage those that lost coverage on March 31st to come back and reapply so there will be no gap in coverage.  If they don’t apply until May, they can apply for retro and get coverage back for April if they need to do so (see attached handout).
The Department has had several meetings with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI).  The CMMI has asked some follow up questions regarding Maryland’s application for a State Innovation Models (SIM) grant.  The Department is currently attending a conference being held for SIM awardees and when asked where we stand we’ve been told we are still under review.  Maryland is very unique compared to the other states.  We already have an Innovations award with the all-payer hospital system.  The challenge now is how to combine efforts with Health Services Cost Review Commission (HSCRC).  Maryland is much further along now that all of our hospitals are under a global budget.  The Department hopes to hear positive news soon.
Budget Update
Ms. Audrey Parham-Stewart, Medicaid Director of Finance, provided the Committee with an update on the fiscal year (FY) 16 (see attached handout).  

Legislative Wrap-Up 

Mr. Chris Coats, Health Policy Analyst, gave the Committee a review of the current legislative session that ended on April 13, 2015.   There wasn’t a lot of activity in the beginning of session, however, it picked up near the end.  There was a significant amount of turnover in the membership this year, 40% of the House is new members and 25% of the Senate is new members.  We saw fewer bills than in previous sessions with about 120 this year; in a typical session we see approximately 150 bills.  This was due to the new membership and the budget situation.  You will also note an unusual number of bill withdrawals this session.  This was a reflection of the fiscal note in a difficult fiscal environment.  In the end, only a small number of bills passed that affect Medicaid (see attached chart).  There are two bill signing dates, April 28th and May 12th.
Overdose Prevention Update

Dr. Mona Gahunia, Chief Medical Officer, gave the Committee an update on overdose prevention efforts in Maryland (see attached handout).
Behavioral Health Services Report

Ms. Daryl Plevy, Deputy Director of Operations, Behavioral Health Administration (BHA), informed the Committee that the new Administrative Service Organization (ASO), Value Options, launched on January 1, 2015.  

Value Options launched a data sharing project to share substance use data with the managed care organization (MCOs).  They had previously shared mental health data, but federal law is more restrictive with substance use data so they had to build into the system a consent-based process.  It started in late March and as of today there are 7,345 consents that have been signed.  There were 215 people receiving substance use treatment that have refused to sign the consent and 5,943 providers who did not present the consent to the individual.  The next step will be to provide training to providers and to look at the data to see if there is a pattern of specific providers not seeking consents.

In an effort to maintain coordination of care, Value Options met with several MCOs to brainstorm ways to coordinate care.  Value Options also has an MCO liaison who works with the MCOs on specific issues such as high risk pregnant women to get them enrolled in OB case management.  When MCOs identify high risk members, Value Options works with substance use providers to get a release of information and the Core Service Agencies to access case management.  The liaison also works with providers who work with individuals who are high utilizers of services to develop a customized set of interventions.

Medicaid will be submitting an amendment to the 1115 waiver to waive the provisions of the institutions for mental disease (IMD) exclusions for residential rehabilitation on the substance use side as well as the psychiatric side.   Before it is submitted, we have to give a 30 day notice for public comment in the Maryland Register.  After public comment is received and reviewed, the Department will submit the amendment.
Waiver, State Plan and Regulation Changes

Mark Leeds, Director, Long Term Services and Supports Administration, gave an update concerning regulations, waivers and state plan amendments (SPAs).    

Mr. Leeds, informed the Committee that a number of regulations that have been discussed with the Committee previously have been approved including mental health case management, nursing facility reimbursement, eligibility changes, oxygen, durable medical supplies/durable medical equipment (DMS/DME), dental and ambulatory surgical centers, and free standing clinics.

State Plan Amendments for ambulatory surgical centers and nursing home reimbursement have been approved.  There are three new submissions on Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) targeted case management, substance use disorders services and dental rates.
There has been no change in waivers since the previous update.  We do have a Community Settings Transition Plan currently under review by CMS.

Public Comments 
Ms. Lynn Albizo, Maryland Addiction Directors Council, gave public comments on legislation.
Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m.
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