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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

March 12, 2015 
  
Dear WIC Vendor: 
 
 All State WIC Programs are under a federal mandate to convert from paper WIC checks to 
an electronic food distribution system by October, 2020. This system is called eWIC.  There are 
currently fourteen State WIC Programs that have implemented eWIC using either an on-line 
magnetic stripe card, or an offline SmartCard system. 

 The Maryland WIC Program received a federal grant to complete a feasibility study in order 
determine the best eWIC solution for all Maryland stakeholders. With the help of our Maryland WIC 
authorized retail grocers, the on-line magnetic stripe card eWIC system was chosen as the best 
option for Maryland. With this system, all WIC customers will have a magnetic stripe card, similar to 
a credit card. This eWIC card will allow the WIC customer to purchase their family's prescribed WIC 
foods at a Maryland WIC authorized retail store. 

 Over the next few years, the Maryland WIC Program will be working to implement eWIC.  
The current timeline provides for an eWIC pilot to begin in May, 2016.  The location of the pilot has 
yet to be determined, but all stakeholders will be notified once this information is known.  The 
remaining five rollout areas will be converted to eWIC and full implementation is estimated to be 
complete by May, 2017. 

 A major component of the eWIC system is maintaining an authorized product list (APL) which 
contains a list of all WIC authorized foods in the state. Maintaining an accurate list will ensure a 
smoother eWIC transaction at the register. Maryland is working to compile the APL and will be 
reaching out to our WIC retailers in the next few weeks to request a list of WIC authorized foods, if 
available.       

 We would like to thank everyone who makes the Maryland WIC Program a success. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact Maura Shea at 410-767-5258 or 
maura.shea@maryland.gov.    

     Sincerely, 

      
 Jacqueline Marlette-Boras, MHS, RD, LDN 
 Director 
 Maryland WIC Program  

 
Cc:  WIC Local Agency Coordinators 
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