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IMPORTANT NOTICE

September 1, 2016

Dear WIC Vendor:

The Maryland WIC Program will begin the transition from paper checks to electronic benefits
(eWIC) in January 2017. We expect statewide roll-out to be completed in July 2017. Paper
checks may remain in circulation through November 2017.

A moratorium for new applications from prospective non-integrated vendors will be in effect from
November 1, 2016 through July 31, 2017 during the transition from paper checks to eWIC. A
non-integrated vendor is a vendor that requires state provided equipment when electronic WIC
benefits cannot be processed by the vendor’s existing cash register system.

What this means for WIC vendor applicants:

e Maryland WIC will stop accepting new applications from prospective non-integrated vendors
at 5:00 PM EST on October 31, 2016. All new vendor applications submitted on or before
October 31, 2016 will be processed. If a vendor’s application is denied for any reason, per
COMAR 10.54.03.04, after November 1, 2016, the vendor must wait until the moratorium is
lifted to reapply.

¢ Vendors whose authorization lapses during the moratorium due to an application denial or
failure to reapply for authorization must wait until the moratorium is lifted to reapply.

e New vendor applications will be accepted beginning August 1, 2017. The order of
authorization will be prioritized based on the number of checks that remain in circulation in
the vendor’s shopping area.

If you have any questions, please contact the WIC Vendor Chief, Maura Shea at (410)767-5258
or maura.shea@maryland.gov.

Sincerely,
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Jacqueline Marlette-Boras, MHS, RD, LDN
Director

Maryland WIC Program

201 W. Preston Street — Baltimore, Maryland 21201
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