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In early 2007, Maryland was shocked into action by the death of Deamonte Driver.
At Governor O’Malley’s direction, and with Congressman Cumming’s inspiration,
the Dental Action Coalition was created.

Their recommendations guided the O’Malley-Brown Administration and the
legislature to raise Medicaid reimbursement rates, improve the system of oversight
and payment, and strengthen our public dental infrastructure.

The results speak for themselves.

Before Deamonte Driver died: There were 743 MCO dentists participating in the
Medicaid program.

Today, there are 1,057 participating with the Maryland Healthy Smiles program.
This is an increase of 41%.

Before, in 2006: 46 % of Maryland kids received a dental service.

After, in 2009: 59% of kids received a dental service, an increase of nearly 28%.
Before: Zero primary care doctors trained for fluoride varnish.

Today: More than 400 pediatricians, family physicians and family nurse
practitioners are trained to provide the needed care.



Over 300 of these health care providers are eligible to bill Medicaid for this
service. To date, there have been over 20,000 medical claims for fluoride varnish
application from these practitioners.

Before: There was little public outreach.

Now: We are putting a $1.2million federal grant to work - thanks to Congressional
Leadership, notably from Senator Mikulski, Senator Cardin, Congressman
Cummings and Congressman Sarbanes -- to develop an Oral Health Literacy
Campaign.

The Oral Health Literacy Campaign will provide culturally sensitive and age-
specific messages aimed at low income families.

The goals of the Campaign are to: Enable families to understand the importance
of oral health to overall health; Empower low-income families and others to make
informed decisions about their oral hygiene, dietary, and dental service access
behaviors, and teach families how to navigate the dental care delivery system.

In 2010, Maryland was one of only six states in the country to receive a "A" grade
from the Pew Charitable Trusts for oral health for children in its report "The Cost
of Delay: State Dental Policies Fail One in Five Children."

While we have made great strides in providing more and better oral health services
to our children, we know more needs to be done.

“Together with Maryland Dental Action and our partners at the University of
Maryland Dental School, School of Public Health at College Park, and organized
dentistry and other key partners, we have designed a 5-year Maryland Oral Health
State Plan that will address a myriad of oral health issues affecting both children
and adults that will guide the State in moving forward.

This fall, we will convene a statewide Oral Health Summit to highlight the
Statewide Oral Health Plan and develop strategies for its implementation.

Working together with all the organizations represented here today plus our federal
and state partners, we will keep making progress.
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