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Healthcare Access Workshop

Registration is now open for the “Piecing Together the

“Piecing Together the

Healthcare Access Puzzle” workshop hosted by the Office of
Health Policy and Planning. The workshop is on April 30, 2008
at the Ten Oaks Ballroom in Clarksville, MD. This FREE
workshop will focus on advancing and promoting healthcare
access in Maryland. Participants can expect to:

e Increase their awareness of the Maryland Primary Care
Organization (PCO) and the Maryland State Office of Rural
Health (SORH),

e Gain knowledge about the special needs and limitations
of healthcare access in rural/underserved areas, and

Bui . . .
o uild partnerships with healthcare stakeholders Healthcare Access Puzzle”

To register, visit the following link:

http://www.fha.state.md.us/ohpp/ruralhith/html/

Loan Assistance Repayment Program
Accepting Applications for 2008

The Loan Assistance Repayment Program (LARP) is open for 2008, and the updated
application forms are available at: http://fhadevimt/ohpp/pco/htmi/larpforms.cfm.
Primary care physicians and general psychiatrists are eligible for up to 4 years of
education-related loan repayment in return for providing services to underserved
populations for up to 4 years. The deadline for submission of applications is August 6,
2008. Please note that the forms have been updated, so it is important that applicants
access and use the new forms, as the old forms will not be accepted.

In addition to the application forms, the website also includes the eligibility criteria for
participation in LARP. Two of these, in particular, should be applicable BEFORE the
others are addressed. First, only NON-PROFIT providers are eligible and, secondly, that
provider must be located in a federally designated area, e.g., a health professional
shortage area (HPSA).

For any questions, please contact Judy Gerahty at jgerahty@dhmh.state.md.us or
410-767-5046.
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Federal Rural Health Resources

FCC, USDA New Rural Broadband Website

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) have launched a new online resource for those in rural America
looking to bring the benefits of broadband services to their communities. Website:
http://wireless.fcc.gov/outreach/ruralbroadband

New Federal Government Grant, Contract, and Loan Website Debuts

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has launched a new website that provides
information on all major federal grants, loans, and contracts. The new site,
USASpending.gov, fulfills one of the key requirements of the 2006 Federal Funding
Accountability and Transparency Act, which requires full disclosure on a website
maintained by OMB of all organizations receiving more than $25,000 in federal funds.
The new website will eventually provide a full searchable database of all federal grants,
contracts, earmarks, and loans. Website: http://www.usaspending.gov

EMS.gov Goes Live...

The Office of Emergency Medical Services (OEMS) at NHTSA is pleased to announce the
launch of EMS.gov. This innovative website, developed to meet the varied needs of the
EMS community, contains not only the latest news from OEMS— but also functions as a
portal to other EMS websites and resources. Here you will find background and updates
on groundbreaking Federal initiatives and programs, including Emergency Medical
Services for Children, the National EMS Information System, the Federal Interagency
Committee on EMS, Enhanced 9-1-1 and Next Generation 9-1-1, the National EMS
Advisory Council, and more.

Clearly our Nation’s EMS Community is too diverse for a single website to meet all its
informational needs. But by providing links and contact information for other trusted
resources, EMS.gov strives to provide EMS professional and stakeholders with the closest
thing to a “one-stop shop” for Federal EMS Information available online today. Website:
http://www.EMS.gov

New Rural Economy Information

The USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) recently released State Fact Sheets that
contain frequently requested data for each state and for the total United States. These
include current data on population, per-capita income, earnings per job, poverty rates,
employment, unemployment, farm and farm-related jobs, farm characteristics, farm
financial characteristics, top agricultural commodities, top export commodities, and top
counties in agricultural sales. Website: http://www.ers.usda.gov/eMail/?
1+RuralEconomy-at-ERS&d=3/21/2008&p=1&t=/StateFacts/

MARYLAND RURAL
HEALTH NEWS AND NOTES
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Funding Alerts

Medicare Electronic Health Records (EHR) Demonstration

Deadline: May 15, 2008

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is asking leaders across
the country to apply for a new demonstration project that provides Medicare
incentive payments to physicians for the use of certified electronic health records to improve patient care.
The project, which will be open to small- and medium-sized primary care practices, is expected to reduce
medical errors and improve the quality of care for an estimated 3.6 million Americans.

Website: http://www.cms.hhs.gov/DemoProjectsEvalRpts/downloads/EHR_Instructions.pdf

Rural Health Works Training
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Rural Health Works (RHW) began in 1998 as an initiative to expand public awareness of the importance of
the economic impact of the health care sector and to stress health care’s critical role in rural development.
RHW has provided information to support local decision-makers in rural communities to become proactive
and intricately involved in planning and supporting their local health systems. The ultimate objective has
been to maintain local health care services, including critical access hospitals, to result in healthier rural
communities and economies. This national program is funded through the Federal Office of Rural Health
Policy (ORHP) and coordinated at Oklahoma State University.

The National Center for Rural Health Works (RHW) will only present two workshops this year. The first
workshop will be hosted by the Pennsylvania Office of Rural Health in Philadelphia, PA. on April 22. The
workshop will be held at the Doubletree Hotel Philadelphia, 237 South Broad Street. The location of the
second and final regional workshop this year is yet to be determined. For more information, please
contact Gerald A. Doeksen (gad@okstate.edu) or Cheryl F. St. Clair (cheryl@okstate.edu) at 405-744-6083.
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Rural Publications

Strengthening Rural Families: By the Numbers, Using Data to Drive Action on Behalf of Children and Families
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Rubiner, Betsy (2007)

Looks at how data collection and analysis have supported efforts to improve the well-being of low-income
working families in Minnesota, using Casey’s Rural Families Economic Success framework. Gives tips on using
data effectively in rural initiatives.

Website: http://foundationcenter.org/gainknowledge/pubhub/pubhub_item.jhtml?id=fdc51100010
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Maryland State Office of Rural Health

Office of Health Policy and Planning
Family Health Administration
Maryland Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene
201 West Preston Street
Room 423
Baltimore, MD 21201

Phone: 410-767-7000
Fax: 410-333-7501
E-mail: ohpp@dhmh.state.md.us

The mission of the Maryland State Office of
Rural Health (SORH) is to improve the health of
rural Marylanders through collaboration,
networking, outreach, education, research,
advocacy, and the development of special

programs.

Maryland State Office of Rural Health Contacts:
Michelle Clark, Project Director

410-767-5121

mclark@dhmh.state.md.us

Michele Pharr, Research Analyst

410-767-3543

mpharr@dhmbh.state.md.us
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We’re on the web:
www.fha.state.md.us/ohpp
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Calendar of Events

April 2

Southern Maryland Listening Session on Rural
Health

6:00pm-8:00pm

College of Southern Maryland, Prince Frederick
Campus

April 24

Maryland Health Disparities Conference
8:00am-4:00pm

Martins West, Baltimore, MD
www.mdhealthdisparities.org

April 30

OHPP Healthcare Access Workshop
7:30am-3:00pm

Ten Oaks Ballroom, Clarksville, MD

To register visit:

http://fha.state.md.us/ohpp/ruralhith/html/
conference.cfm

May 7-10
National Rural Health Association Conference
New Orleans, LA

Zttp/://www. nrharural.org/conferences/index/
tm

May 16-18

“Thriving Rural Schools in Challenging
Circumstances”

Kellogg Conference Center, Tuskegee, AL

http://www.ruraledu.org/atf/%7Bf4be47e7-fa27-
?l7)a8-b662—8d6806f60577%7D/REWG_BROCHURE
2).PDF

September 30-October 1
Maryland Rural Health Roundtable
Annapolis, MD
http://www.rural.state.md.us
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