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MARYLAND STATE OFFICE OF RURAL HEALTH Summer 2010

SECRETARY ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE
TO REVIEW CRITERIA FOR THE DESIGNATION OF
MEDICALLY UNDERSERVED AREAS AND HEALTH
PROFESSIONAL SHORTAGE AREAS

On July 9, 2010, Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced the
appointment of a committee to review and update the criteria used to define medically
underserved areas and health professional shortage areas. The formation of this
committee was provided in the Affordable Care Act.

The committee comprises 28 members who are key stakeholders representing programs
that are most affected by these designations. Those programs include:

Community Health Centers,

Rural health clinics and health care practitioners,

Special populations with unique health care needs, and

Technical experts in the area of research in health care access and statistical
methods.

"I am pleased to announce this committee of distinguished experts," said Secretary
Sebelius. "The purpose of this committee is to examine current methods for identifying
areas of need and underservice and propose revisions if they deem that appropriate.”

"Every effort was made to maintain a geographic and demographic representation for
this committee," said HRSA Administrator Dr. Mary Wakefield. "The committee will
begin meeting later this year and be open to the public in the interest of transparency."

An area must have a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) designation to be eligible
to apply for the placement of National Health Service Corps providers, and the Medically
Underserved Population designation is used as a basis for awarding grants to Community
Health Centers which are located in underserved communities. There is also a bonus
payment to physicians under Medicare for services provided in HPSAs. A variety of other
federal and state programs also use these designations to target resources to areas of
need.

Meeting schedules for the committee will be published in the Federal Register with a
target date for a draft final proposal in July 2011. For more information and a list of
committee members appointed, please visit bhpr.hrsa.qov/shortage/criteriareview/
committee.htm.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; Health Resources and Services
Administration
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LOAN ASSISTANCE REPAYMENT PROGRAM ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 2011

Applications are now being accepted for the 2010 Maryland State Loan Assistance Repayment Program (LARP). The
deadline for submission of applications is August 16, 2010 ** Extended to September 30, 2010**.

The Maryland LARP is a collaborative effort among State and federal entities that offers physicians an opportunity to
practice their profession in a community that lacks adequate primary care and/or mental health care services, while
also paying off their educational loans.

The amount of loan assistance repayment provided varies in accord with the number of years of service a physician
agrees to provide. LARP awards may not exceed a total of $120,000. Award amount for physicians: up to $25,000 per
year for a two-year commitment; up to $28,350 per year for a three-year commitment; or up to $30,000 per year for a
four-year commitment.

Eligible primary care practitioners include those who are specialty board certified or have completed a residency in
family practice, osteopathic general practice, obstetrics/gynecology, internal medicine, general pediatrics, or general
psychiatry and who are employed in a non-profit setting.

For information about the LARP application process, please contact Judy Gerahty, Workforce Development
Coordinator, at 410-767-5046 or jgerahty@dhmh.state.md.us. To obtain LARP application forms, you may go to
http.//fha.maryland.qov/ohpp/pco larpforms.cfm. The deadline has been extended to October 1, 2010.

PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES

Maryland Health Care Reform Coordinating Council

Governor O’Malley created the Maryland Health Care Reform Coordinating Council through an
Executive Order to advise the administration on policies and procedures to implement the recent and
future federal health care reform as efficiently and effectively as possible. The Council will make policy
recommendations and offer implementation strategies to keep Maryland among the leading states in expanding
quality, affordable health care while reducing waste and controlling costs. For more information, visit http://
www.healthreform.maryland.qov/index.html.

‘ HealthCare.gov

\‘The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services launched a new website for Health Care Reform.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services updated Health Care Reform process through
Healthreform.gov. However, the former website, Healthreform.gov, is no longer updated and archived since July 1.
Instead, any new update on Health Care Reform is now on HealthCare.gov. For more information visit, http.//
www.healthcare.gov/index.htmli.
S N ONAL 1 The National Rural Health Resource Center
7 /\T RESOURCE CENTER

The Rural Health Center changed its name to The National Rural Health Resource Center.
The Center is a non-profit, national technical assistance and knowledge center based in Duluth, MN. In addition to the
new name, the Center has launched a new website. The site has enhanced search capabilities and a navigation
structure that more clearly organizes the resources and services offered in the five core areas. For more information,
please visit http://www.ruralcenter.org/.
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PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES (Cont.)

Crossroads of Telehealth, Electronic Health Records & Health Information Exchange

Describes how telehealth implementation can address changes in the health care delivery landscape brought on by the
ARRA (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act), the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), and Federal
Communications Commission’s (FCC’s) Broadband Plan. To access the full report and for more information visit
http://www.nrtrc.org/documents/Crossroads%200f%20Telehealth%20White%20Paper.pdf.

Enhancing the Capacity of Community Health Centers to Achieve High Performance: Findings from
the 2009 Commonwealth Fund National Survey of Federally Qualified Health Centers

The Commonwealth Fund created a new report on FQHCs. The report highlights methods for strengthening FQHCs’
ability to provide care. These include formalizing partnerships with hospitals, improving office systems, adopting the
medical home model, and increasing use of HIT.

To access the full-text visit http://www.commonwealthfund.org/~/media/Files/Publications/Fund%20Report/2010/
May/1392 Doty enhancing capacity community hlt ctrs 2009 FQHC survey v4.pdf.

Patient Assessments and Quality Health Care in Rural Hospitals

This report and policy brief analyze the relationships between rural patients' perspectives of hospital quality of care
and key hospital characteristics that may influence patients experiences of hospital care. The report assesses whether
rural patients' perspectives of hospital quality of care are related to quality measures focused on the provision of
recommended care for medical conditions. To access the full-text, visit http://www.uppermidwestrhrc.org/pdf/
report %20061010.pdf. For more information, contact Michelle Casey at 612-623-8316 or mcasey@umn.edu.

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: A Summary of Provisions Important to Rural
Health Care Delivery

This paper provides a consolidated summary of legislative provisions contained in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010 (PPACA) that have particular meaning to rural residents and to the delivery of services in
rural areas. Changes from the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 are incorporated. This paper
serves as a rural roadmap of the PPACA for use by advocates, analysts, practitioners, and policy makers focused on
rural health as they continue the important task of improving the system as it affects rural interests. Included in the
paper are rural-relevant highlights of the legislation and detailed tables for each section. To access the full-text visit
http://www.unmc.edu/ruprihealth/Pubs/PPACA%20Rural%20Provision%20Summary.06 08 10.pdf.

Financial Comparison of Rural Hospitals with Special Medicare Payment Provisions to Hospitals
Paid Under Perspective Payment

This brief compares the profitability of hospitals within the four classifications of rural hospitals that can qualify for
special payment provisions under Medicare (Critical Access Hospitals, Medicare Dependent Hospitals, Sole Community
Hospitals, and Rural Referral Centers) to urban and rural hospitals paid under prospective payment over a recent three-
year period. To access the full text, visit http://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/research _programs/rural _program/pubs/
finding brief/FB95.pdf. For more information, contact Dr. George Pink from the North Carolina Rural Health Research
and Policy Analysis Center, at gpink@email.unc.edu.
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RURAL HEALTH FUNDING ALERTS

Accessible And Affordable Hearing Health Care

AGENCY National Health Organization (www.nih.gov) =~ RFA NUMBER RFA-DC-10-002

DEADLINE October 8, 2010

PURPOSE This grant is intended to support research and/or infrastructure needs leading to accessible and affordable
hearing health care. This funding opportunity seeks milestone-driven research applications exploring new or
innovative adaptations of approaches designed to increase access and affordability of hearing health care. Applications
should be focused on delivering better healthcare access and outcomes and should seek solutions that are effective,
affordable and deliverable to those who need them. To access the full announcement and application information visit
http://qrants.nih.qgov/qrants/quide/rfa-files/RFA-DC-10-002.html

AHRQ Small Research Grant Program

AGENCY Agency for Health Care Research & Quality (www.ahrg.gov)

DEADLINE March 16, 2014

PURPOSE This grant is for funding of ongoing small research projects. The grant supports different types of health
services research projects including pilot and feasibility studies; secondary analysis of existing data; small, self-
contained research projects; development of research methodology; and, development of new research technology.

To access the full announcement and application information visit http://grants.nih.qgov/qrants/quide/pa-files/PAR-10-
168.html.

Rural Health Fellows Program
AGENCY National Rural Health Association (NRHA)

DEADLINE August 31, 2010

PURPOSE A year-long, intensive program that will develop leaders who can articulate a clear and compelling vision for
rural America. The fellows will gain valuable insights and build critical skills in personal, team and organizational
leadership; health policy analysis and advocacy; and National Rural Health Association governance and structure. The
Rural Health Fellows meet in person three times throughout the year to undergo intensive leadership and advocacy
training. In addition, Fellows take part in monthly conference calls to supplement their training, receive updates on
legislative and regulatory concerns that impact rural health, and participate in a mentorship program with current
members of the NRHA Board of Trustees. Fellows should be committed to advocating on behalf of rural health and
should be dedicated to the NRHA's mission.

For more information visit NRHA website or contact Amy Elizondo, Vice President, Program Services, at 202-639-0550
or Elizondo@NRHArural.org.

Regional Community Health Grant Program
AGENCY Aetna Foundation

DEADLINE Rolling, Application is accepting now

PURPOSE This program provides funding focused on reducing disparities in health care among racial and ethnic
populations in eligible geographic areas. To access the full announcement and application information visit http://
www.aetna.com/about-aetna-insurance/aetna-foundation/aetna-grants/program-overview.htmi.
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The mission of the Maryland State Office of Rural Health (SORH) is to
improve the health of rural Maryland residents through
collaboration, networking, outreach, education, research, advocacy,
and the development of special programs.

Maryland State Office of Rural Health Staff:
Maryland State Office of Rural Health 'V

Jennifer Kelley,
Acting Program Administrator

Office of Health Policy and Planning

Family Health Administration 410-767-6523
Maryland Department of Health and jkelley@dhm~h.state.md.us We're on the web:
Mental Hygiene www.fha.state.md.us/ohpp
201 West Preston Street, Room 315 Esther Roh, Research Analyst
Baltimore, MD 21201 410-767-8992

eroh@dhmh.state.md.us

Phone: 410-767-5300
Fax: 410-333-7501
E-mail: ohpp@dhmh.state.md.us

Calendar of Events

SEPTEMBER 14-16

3RNet Annual Conference

The 3RNet 2010 Annual Conference will be held on September 15 and 16, 2010, at the DoubleTree

Guest Suites Historic Charleston, South Carolina. Organizational members meeting will be held on

September 14, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. The 3RNet Annual Conference brings together people who work
toward increasing access to quality healthcare in Rural America. Topics include Social networking, Immigration, NHSC
Update, Physicians’ Experiences: Working in the Rural Settings, and more. Speakers are David Bohan, Bob Aronson,
Dr. Cathy Taylor, Dr. Eron Manuzov, Dr. Gary Goforth, and more The registration, agenda, and lodging information can
be found online. For more information, visit http://www.reqgonline.com/register/checkin.aspx?Eventld=860290 or
contact Nikki Kennedy at info@3rnet.org.

October 21-22

Maryland Rural Health Conference
MaRYLAND RURAL HEALTH AssociaTion - The Maryland Rural Health Association will host a 2010 Rural Health Conference, October 21
and 22, 2010 at Rocky Gap near Cumberland, Maryland. It will be a full day conference on
Thursday and half day on Friday. Early registration is due on July 31. The early registration fee is $185 per person
including entry for conference; all events and meals on two days. After the early registration, the fee increases to $235
per person. For more information, visit http://mdruralhealth.org/rural health conference 2010.html or contact
Michelle Clark at 410-302-4650 or mrha@allconet.org.

Rural Maryland Success Stories

DO YOU HAVE A SUCCESS STORY YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE
WITH THE RURAL COMMUNITY?
Please email Esther Roh at eroh@dhmh.state.md.us

with a brief summary to be included in the fall newsletter.
Deadline is September 15, 2010.



mailto:jkelley@dhmh.state.md.us�
mailto:eroh@dhmh.state.md.us�
http://www.fha.state.md.us/ohpp�
mailto:ohpp@dhmh.state.md.us�
http://www.regonline.com/register/checkin.aspx?EventId=860290�
mailto:info@3rnet.org�
http://mdruralhealth.org/rural_health_conference_2010.html�
mailto:mrha@allconet.org�
mailto:eroh@dhmh.state.md.us�

	Maryland State Office of Rural Health

	Summer 2010

	Maryland Rural Health News and Notes

	Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

	Page #

	Maryland Rural Health News and Notes

	PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES

	PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES (Cont.)

	Summer 2010

	Page #

	RURAL HEALTH FUNDING ALERTS

	Maryland Rural Health News and Notes

	Page #

	Maryland State Office of Rural Health

	Calendar of Events

	Page #

	Summer 2010

	Rural Maryland Success Stories



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



