
 

I believe you will find this issue very full and brimming with information 
beneficial to our healthcare partners.  Be sure to view our “Calendar of 
Events.”  I hope to get to meet many of you at our upcoming conference 
this May.  Please send me any suggestions for future publications of this 
newsletter. 

 

Best Wishes, 

Liz Vaidya, Director 
Primary Care and Rural Health  
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OHPP is planning the next PCO Conference for late May 

Since our first conference in 2008, “Piecing Together the Healthcare Access 
Puzzle,” the Maryland Office of Health Policy and Planning (OHPP) has 
received much positive feedback from various organizations and 
communities.  People have been asking for another conference.  

The OHPP is pleased to announce that we are planning our next conference 
on May 25, 2011.  This year, the theme of the conference is “Collaborating 
with Data to Set Priorities.”  

As the Affordable Care Act passed in 
2010, there are several issues evolving 
relevant to our Primary Care Office 
(PCO) projects.  It is a good time to get 
together, share our thoughts, and 
update health care information.  

Please plan to join us for this free 
conference; more details to follow.  



The Maryland PCO continues working on HPSAs and MUA/Ps to increase access to health care for all 
Marylanders.  The HPSA designation helps communities to be able to recruit more health professions 
through various programs such as the National Health Service Corps and the Conrad State 30 Program.  
The HPSA designation also provides health care professionals an opportunity to receive Medicare incentive 
payments from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  Designation for MUA/Ps is a 
basic requirement for awarding grants to Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) Programs.  

From November 2010 to February 2011, the PCO has been working on the analysis of the whole State to 
evaluate MUA/P eligibility.  The first three applications have been submitted to HRSAs Shortage 
Designation Branch (SDB) for approval.  The PCO expects to submit more areas to the SDB in the coming 
months in order to enhance opportunity of health care providers to establish new FQHCs in Maryland.  In 
addition, the PCO received approval of two HPSA designations and one MUA. 

• Medicaid Eligible Dental West Baltimore City.  This designation expands coverage to 216,126 residents 
 in West Baltimore City area. 

• Anne Arundel County Detention Center.  The designation provides the facility eligibility for a number 
 of federal programs.  

• MUA Cross Country/Cheswolde in Baltimore City.  This designation covers 12,415 residents in North 
 West Baltimore City area.  

To view current shortage designations for Maryland, visit HRSAs website at http://hpsafind.hrsa.gov/. 

 

Maryland’s Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSAs) and  
Medically Underserved Areas/ Populations (MUA/Ps) 

Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced the launch of the new application cycle for the NHSC Loan 
Repayment Program during a visit to Total Health Care, a FQHC in Baltimore.  The NHSC offers primary 
care medical, nursing, dental, and mental health clinicians up to $60,000 to repay student loans in exchange 
for two years of service at facilities in medically underserved communities.  This year’s investment in the 
program, which includes $290 million from the Affordable Care Act, will increase access to primary care 
providers.  The Affordable Care Act also makes the program more flexible.  In addition to monetary awards 
that are higher than in previous years, the NHSC will give members the option of working half-time to fulfill 
their service obligation and provide credit for some teaching hours.  By the end of FY 2011, over 10,800 
clinicians will be caring for more than 11 million Americans.  This number triples the NHSC in service since 
2008.  

For the first time, clinicians may apply to the NHSC loan repayment program online where they will find 
tutorials and useful information to assist in the application process.  

Eligible disciplines include: physician, dentist (general or pediatric), psychiatrist, nurse practitioner (primary 
care), certified nurse-midwife, physician assistant, dental hygienist, psychologist (health service), licensed 
clinical social worker, psychiatric nurse specialist, marriage and family therapist, and licensed professional 
counselor. 

To read the full article, please visit http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2010pres/11/20101122b.html.  For 
more information about NHSC, go to http://www.nhsc.hrsa.gov/ or http://fha.maryland.gov/ohpp/
pco_nhsc.cfm. 
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The NHSC is now accepting requests for full-to half-time conversions.  The half-time option has been 
created to provide additional flexibility for both primary care providers and sites.  To be eligible to 
convert from a full-time service obligation to half-time: 

• A clinician must complete the full-to half-time request form located on the NHSC website at    
http://www.nhsc.hrsa.gov/loanrepayment/halftime/halftimeconverstionform.pdf. 

• The NHSC site of service agrees the clinician may convert. 

• The clinician is a Federal employee or Private Practice Assignees (half-time not available for Private 
Practice Option Practitioners).  

• The clinician agrees to complete their remaining service obligation through half-time clinical 
practice for twice as long as their remaining full-time commitment. 

• If approved for half-time, clinicians cannot convert back to a full-time commitment  under their 
existing service obligation. 

More information can be found in the 2011 Application and Program Guidance at                                     
http://www.nhsc.hrsa.gov/loanrepayment/pdf/2011nhsclrpguidance.pdf. 

 

Agency: Bureau of Health Professions 
Deadline: May 26, 2011 
 
The purpose of the National Health Service Corps (NHSC) Loan Repayment Program (LRP) is to 
ensure an adequate supply of health professionals to provide primary health services (through a 
culturally competent, interdisciplinary team of clinicians) to populations located in selected health 
professional shortage areas.   
 
The NHSC LRP recruits fully trained health professionals who agree to provide primary health services 
in NHSC community sites.  In return, the NHSC LRP assists clinicians in their repayment of qualifying 
educational loans that are still owed.  For more information, go to http://www.raconline.org/funding/
funding_details.php?funding_id=312. 
 
 

NHSC Loan Repayment Program Funding 
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Rural access to emergency devices funding opportunity  
 
Agency:  Health Resources and Services Administration 
Deadline:  February 28, 2011 

The purpose of the Rural Access to Emergency Devices Grant Program (RAED) is to provide funding 
to rural community partnerships to purchase automated external defibrillators (AEDs) that have been 
approved or cleared for marketing by the Food and Drug Administration, and provide defibrillator and 
basic life support training in AED usage through the American Heart Association, the American Red 
Cross, or other nationally-recognized training courses.  A community partnership is composed of local 
emergency response entities such as community training facilities, local emergency responders, fire and 
rescue departments, police, community hospitals, and local non-profit entities and for-profit entities.  
For more information, go to http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?mode=VIEW&oppId=62073. 

 
 
Affordable Care Act - Health Center Planning Grants  
 
Agency:  Health Resources and Services Administration 
Deadline:  March 18, 2011 

The purpose of planning grants is to demonstrate the need for 
health services in the community from public or non-profit 
organizations seeking a grant to plan for the development of a 
comprehensive primary care health center under the Health 
Center Program authorized under Section 330 of the Public 
Health Service Act.  The purpose of the Health Center Program 
is to extend comprehensive primary and preventive health 
services (including mental health, substance abuse and oral 
health services) and supplemental services to populations currently without access to such services, and 
to improve their health status.   

For more information, go to http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?mode=VIEW&oppId=63114. 

 

 

Funding Alerts 
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Healthy People 2020 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services presents the schedule for 
Healthy People 2020, a 10-year national objective for promoting health and 
preventing disease.  Healthy People is leading the way to achieve increased 
quality and years of healthy life and the elimination of health disparities.  To 
access the full report, visit http://www.healthypeople.gov/hp2020/. 

Partnerships between Federally Qualified Health Centers 
and Local Health Departments for Engaging in the 
Development of a Community-Based System of Care 

This publication was released by the National Association of 
Community Health Centers.  It discusses both federally qualified health centers and local health departments, 
and explores various collaborative models between them that optimize resources and promote improved 
health care access and quality improvement.  To view the full article, go to http://www.nachc.com/client/
Partnerships%20Between%20FQHCs%20and%20LHDs_Final_11_03_10%20(2).pdf. 

Factors Influencing Rural Residents’ Utilization of Urban Hospitals  

Rural hospital closure has continued to increase; this trend has a tremendous 
impact on access to health care to rural residents.  To preserve access to care in 
rural areas, Medicare established various programs that allow special 
reimbursement for rural hospitals; however, to be eligible for the funding, the 
rural hospitals need to maintain a sufficient number of patients they serve.  
Margaret J. Hall and her colleagues at the National Center for Health Statistics, conducted a research to 
compare rural residents hospitalized in urban hospitals with those hospitalized in rural hospitals.  The paper 
concluded that rural hospitals are still an important source for care, but rural residents travel to urban 
hospitals in some special instances.  To read the full report, go to http://
www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhsr/nhsr031.pdf. 

Census 2010 

The U.S. Census Bureau released new Census data showing that Maryland’s 
population has grown by 9%.  According to the Census Bureau, Maryland’s 2010 
resident population is 5,773,552.  First results from Census 2010 will be available on the new American Fact-
Finder in February 2011.  For more information, go to http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff2.html. 

Meaningful Use and the Patient-Centered Medical Home: Leveraging 
EHRs to Maximize Funding Opportunities 

Under the Health Information Technology for Clinical and Economic Health 
(HITECH) Act, most health centers will qualify for extra funding for the 
implementation and operation of Electronic Health Records (EHRs) 
meaningfully.  The basic measures for “meaningful use” of EHRs are to 
improve quality, safety and efficiency, to engage patients and families, to 
enhance health care coordination, to reduce health disparities, and to ensure privacy and security.  These 
measurements are similar to the Patient-Centered Medical Home (PCMH) model.  Experts suggest health 
centers should consider the PCMH and the EHRs together to avoid duplicative work.  The two programs not 
only increase funding opportunity for the health center, but also maximize quality of health care for 
communities.  To read the full article, go to Community Health Forum at http://www.nachc.com/
magazine-article.cfm?MagazineArticleID=178. 

Publications and Resources 
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Calendar of Events 
February 23-25 

National Advisory Committee on Rural Health and Human Services 
 
Place: Omni Shoreham Hotel 
2500 Calvert Street, NW., Washington, DC 20008 
For more information, please visit http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/01/03/2010-
33062/national-advisory-committee-on-rural-health-and-human-services-notice-of-meeting#p-8 
 
March 17-19 

NHSC Awardee Conference 
 
Place: Gaylord Opryland Hotel 
2800 Opryland Drive, Nashville, TN 37214 
For more information, please visit 
http://nhscevents.com/AwardeeConferences/ 
 
May 3-6 

NRHA Annual Rural Health Conference 
 
Place: Hilton Austin 
500 E 4th St. Austin, TX 78701 
For more information, please visit http://www.ruralhealthweb.org/annual 

 
Maryland Primary Care and  
Rural Health 
 
Office of Health Policy and Planning 
Family Health Administration 
Maryland Department of Health and  
Mental Hygiene 
 
201 West Preston Street, Room 315 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
 
Phone: 410-767-5300 
Fax: 410-333-7501 
E-mail: ohpp@dhmh.state.md.us 
 
Visit Us at  http://fha.maryland.gov/ohpp/ 

The Maryland PCO’s mission is to improve access to health care services for all Marylanders in 
underserved communities by developing strong partnerships, building local resources, supporting 
and retaining health care providers, promoting relevant state and national health policies, and 
reducing health disparities.  
 
The Maryland SORH’s mission is to improve the health of rural Marylanders through collaboration, 
networking, outreach, education, research, advocacy, and the development of special programs.  

 
Maryland Primary Care & Rural Health Staff 

Elizabeth Vaidya, Director  

401-767-5695, evaidya@dhmh.state.md.us 

Judy Gerahty, Workforce Coordinator 

410-767-5046, jgerahty@dhmh.state.md.us 

Esther Choi (Roh), Research Analyst-Rural Health  

410-767-8992, eroh@dhmh.state.md.us 

Kade Patanavanich, Research Analyst-PCO  

410-767-8781, kpatanavanich@dhmh.state.md.us 

Christina Shaklee, Public Health Policy Specialist 

410-767-6523, cshaklee@dhmh.state.md.us 

Jody Sheely, Health Policy Analyst 

410-767-5047, jsheely@dhmh.state.md.us 
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