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HRSA Withdraws Controversial HPSA Rule

Thanks to pressure from rural health stakeholders nationwide, the Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA) has withdrawn a proposed rule on the designation of
Medically Underserved Populations (MUP) and Health Professional Shortage Areas
(HPSA). The controversial rule could have affected care for millions of medically
underserved people by establishing a new methodology for HPSA designations.
Additionally, it could have radically affected the ability of rural communities to recruit
additional providers to their community. After extending the public comment period on
two different occasions, HRSA determined that due to receiving "many substantive
comments on the proposed rule," the department "will issue a new notice of proposed
rulemaking for further review and public comment prior to issuing a final rule." More
details about the proposed rule are available at Attp.//bhpr.hrsa.gov/shortage/.

State Office of Rural Health Hits the Road

The State Office of Rural Health (SORH) along with the Primary Care Organization
(PCO), both within the Office of Health Policy and Planning (OHPP), presented their
functions and missions at three local meetings in Western Maryland’s Local Health
Departments. The OHPP also described its information development efforts, including
identification of venues for data collection, distribution, and publication to support policy
and evaluation needs across the state. The OHPP is hoping to build partnerships with
local healthcare stakeholders to better meet their needs and provide state level support.
This new outreach effort is a result of feedback obtained at the April 30th Workshop on
Promoting Healthcare Access, where attendees recommended that the information
presented there be taken directly to local public health workers in order to alert them
about the value and resources of the PCO and SORH. As a result of the meetings new
collaborations were formed and the SORH has been able to better fulfill its mission of
improving the health of rural Maryland. The SORH is looking to partner with rural
community stakeholder groups so we can disseminate information about our programs
and get the word out on the benefits and assistance available from the Office of Health
Policy and Planning. Please contact Michelle Clark at mclark(@dhmh.state.md.us if you
would like OHPP to visit you.

__ CMS Proposes New RHC/FQHC Regulations
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has released a proposed rule
affecting Rural Health Clinic (RHC) and Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC)
operations.

For more information about the proposed regulation, you may visit: Attp.//
www.cms.hhs.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?
Counter=3175&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDay
§=3500&srchOpt=0&srchData=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&sho
wAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date.
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Vital Rural Medicare Package Becomes Law

The Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (MIPPA) was enacted on July 15, 2008. This
legislation prevents the pending 10 percent payment reduction for physicians in Medicare, enhances Medicare
preventive and mental health benefits, improves and extends programs for low-income Medicare beneficiaries, and
extends expiring provisions for rural and other providers. More detailed information is available at
http://'www.cms.hhs.gov/apps/media/press/factsheet.asp?
Counter=3200&intNumPerPage=10&checkDate=&checkKey=&srchType=1&numDays=3500&srchOpt=0&srchD
ata=&keywordType=All&chkNewsType=6&intPage=&showAll=&pYear=&year=&desc=&cboOrder=date

Rural Health Resources & Publications

American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) Rural Community

This new online "community" is designed for rural family doctors by the AAFP. The portal is a good source of
current rural health news and resources that can be accessed without an AAFP membership.
http://www.aafp.org/online/en/home/membership/ruralcommunity. html

Federally Qualified Health Center Fact Sheet

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (Revised April 2008)

The factsheet provides information about Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) designation; covered FQHC
services; FQHC preventive primary services that are not covered; FQHC payments; and the Medicare Prescription
Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003.
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNProducts/downloads/fghcfactsheet.pdf

Defining Rural in Rural American

Amber Waves (USDA Economic Research Service), Cromartie & Bucholtz, June 2008

Discusses the use of different definitions of rural by Federal agencies reflecting the multi-dimensional qualities of
rural America.

http://www.ers.usda.gov/Amber Waves/June08/Features/RuralAmerica.htm

Independently Owned Pharmacy Closures in Rural America.

RUPRI Center for Rural Health Policy, Klepser et al., July 2008

This policy brief provides information about the closure of rural independently owned pharmacies, including
pharmacies that were the sole source of access to local pharmacy services.
http.://’www.unmc.edu/ruprihealth/Pubs/b2008-2%20Independently%200wned%20Pharmacy%20Closures.pdf

Health Centers: America’s Primary Care Safety Net

Reflections on Success 2002-2007, Health Resources and Services Administration’s
Bureau of Primary Health Care, 2008

Describes the history of safety net health center programs; safety net health centers' role in
providing a medical home; the model of care used, and how connections are sustained
between primary care associations, offices, and other partners.
fip://fip.hrsa.gov/bphc/HRSA HealthCenterProgramReport.pdf

Place Matters Challenges and Opportunities in Four Rural Americas
University of New Hampshire, Hamilton et al, August 2008

Report by Carsey Institute that highlights the complexity of living in rural America.
http.://www.carseyinstitute.unh.edu/publications/Report_PlaceMatters.pdf
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Rural Health Funding Alerts

Rural Health Network Development Planning Grant Program

Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) released the program guidance for the Rural Health Network
Development Planning Grant. The purpose of this grant program is to provide support to entities that need assistance to
plan, organize, and develop a health care network because they do not have a significant history of collaboration and are
not sufficiently evolved to apply for a three-year Rural Health Network Development Grant. This support may be
sufficient to jumpstart a network into becoming operational and developing strategies for becoming sustainable.

The grant program supports one year of planning for funds of about $85,000 to develop and operationalize health care
networks, consisting of at least three health care providers in rural areas. The deadline for submitting applications is
September 15, 2008.

The State Office of Rural Health is here to assist in preparing and supporting applications for this opportunity so please
email and/or call for technical assistance. For full grant announcement visit:
https://erants.hrsa.gov/webexternal/FundingOppDetails.asp? FundingCycleld=6C638A6F-AD5B-495F-B12A-
IDE799C3FS8F2& ViewMode=EU& GoBack=& PrintMode=&OnlineAvailabilityFlag=True&pageNumber=1& Popup=

#Purpose

Rural Health Outreach Grant Program

The Office of Rural Health Policy (ORHP) released the program guidance for the Rural Health Outreach Grants. There
will be 90 awards nationwide. These funds are for three years and help support direct service delivery with
collaborative partners. There will be no new release of these federal funds until 2012, so start brainstorming and
aligning collaborative partners!

The State Office of Rural Health is here to assist in preparing and supporting applications for this opportunity so please
email and/or call for technical assistance. For full grant announcement visit: htips.//erants.hrsa.gov/webExternal/
SFO.asp?ID=99865F79-FF7E-4412-80D6-0C51287F1E14

For more information on ORHP’s past awards visit: http.//ruralhealth. hrsa.gov/funding/GrantPrograms.htm

Maryland Success Stories

Mid Shore Mental Health Systems Receives HRSA Rural Health Network Development Grant

Mid Shore Mental Health Systems (MSMHS) received a three-year grant that will allow Maryland to pilot tele-mental
health in several rural clinics using the Psychiatric Department of University of Maryland's School of Medicine. For
more information, contact Jean Honey, Project Coordinator, at JHoney@msmhs.org.

Maryland Picked to Participate in Electronic Health Record Demonstration Project

Department of Health and Human Services named 12 communities that will participate in a five-year Medicare
demonstration project that allows providers who use qualified electronic health records to receive incentive payments for
doing so. Maryland will be one of the first four communities starting to implement the incentives. Many providers from
rural areas will be recruited to participate.

http://mhcc.maryland.gov/electronichealth/cmsdemo/index.html

Frederick Community Action Agency Publishes Resource Guide

Frederick Community Action Agency (FCAA) recently received a grant from the Maryland
Community Health Resources Commission. A portion of the grant has been used to develop the
Health Care Resource Guide: A Directory of Health Resources Serving Frederick County,
Maryland. The Health Care Resource Guide is posted on the FCAA's website and can be
downloaded at: http://www.citvoffrederick.com/departments/CAA/health-guide.htm
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Maryland State Office of Rural Health

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
Office of Health Policy and Planning
Family Health Administration
201 West Preston Street, Room 423
Baltimore, MD 21201

Phone: 410-767-7000
Fax: 410-333-7501
E-mail: ohpp@dhmbh.state.md.us

The mission of the Maryland State Office of Rural Health
(SORH) is to improve the health of rural Marylanders
through collaboration, networking, outreach, education,
research, advocacy, and the development of special programs.

Maryland State Office of Rural Health Contacts:

Michelle Clark, Project Director
(410) 767-5121
mclark@dhmbh.state.md.us

Michele Pharr, Health Policy Analyst
(410) 767-3543
mpharr@dhmh.state.md.us

We’re new and improved
on the web:

www.tha.state.md.us/ohpp

Calendar of Events

September 4-5

Public Meeting for Medicare Payment Advisory
Commission (ﬁ/IedPAC)

Ronald Regan Building, The International Trade Center
Washington, DC
http://www.medpac.gov/

September 8
Governor’s Grants Conference

University of Maryland University College Conference
Center

Aldelphi, Maryland

http://www.gov.state.md.us/
grants/2 0()830011 ference.html

October 2-3

Maryland Rural Health Roundtable
Maryland Department of Agriculture
Annapolis, Maryland
http://www.rural.state.md.us

October 26-28

Creativity in Aging Workshop

Clarion Fontainebleau Hotel

Ocean City, Maryland

Contact Sue Brooks: sbrooks@baltimorecountymd.gov

December 3-5

National Rural Housing Conference 2008
Hyatt Regency Washington on Capital Hill,
Washington, DC
http://www.ruralhome.org/Conf2008/index.php

December 10-12

Minority and Multicultural Rural Health Conference
Hilton Albuquerque

Albuquerque, New Mexico

http://www.ruralhealthweb.org/go/events/minority-and-
multicultural-health-conference
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