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Rural Health Roundtable Sets Priorities
for Coming Year

On October 2 and 3, 2009, Maryland Rural Health Leaders gathered for a Rural Health
Roundtable to develop an action plan that would increase the supply of health care
providers in rural areas. Meeting the goal to make the Maryland Rural Health Plan a
living document, the meeting focused on the number one strategy of the Plan: Increasing
Rural Recruitment and Retention. This need for rural providers was reiterated over the
last year in the Maryland Rural Health Association (MRHA) Listening Sessions. The first
day focused on giving an overview of the shortages in rural Maryland and groups working
toward addressing solutions. Several key telemedicine pilot projects were also
presented connecting urban health care providers to rural areas of the state. The second
day focused on developing an action plan around how to recruit more providers. A final
report will be forthcoming outlining the consensus gained on how to move the Rural
Health Plan forward and increase the supply of a healthcare workforce in rural Maryland.
Presentations from the event can be viewed on the Rural Maryland Council’'s Website:
http://www.ruralforvm.state.md.us/Roundtables/RRT2 08.html

SORH Welcomes a New Graduate Intern

The State Office of Rural Health (SORH) welcomes Jessica McKinnie, Graduate Intern
from the University of Maryland Baltimore. Jessica is studying Social Work with
specialization in Health with a Management and Community Organization focus. She will
work with the SORH to help provide enhanced assistance with rural health resources,
data requests, and information and assistance on funding for our rural health partners
and jurisdictions. Jessica McKinnie can be reached at JMckinnie@dhmbh.state.md.us.

Planning for FQHC in Kent County Begins

The Mid-Atlantic Association of Community Health Centers (MACHC), in coordination
with the Kent County Local Management Board (LMB) and Local Health Department, has
begun planning for a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) after being awarded a
HRSA planning grant for the coming year. On October 15, 2008, a “Kick-Off” meeting at
the County Commissioner’s Office was held. The MACHC provided a clear picture of the
final aim, while breaking the larger vision down into realistic goals, steps, and outcomes.
The next immediate step is the creation of a planning council. The LMB has compiled list
of contacts that includes local health professionals and a diverse body of community
leaders. Since the majority of an FQHC's governing body must consist of consumers and
representatives of the patient population, it is important to get the community involved
in and support for this project in order to meet the unique needs of Kent County. After
the planning process, hopefully the community will be ready to apply for, if discovered
warranted, federal 330 funds to carry out plans for FQHC development. We wish them
the best as they continue with this endeavor!
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Rural Health Resources & Publications

Maryland Rural Health Association (MRHA) New Website

The Maryland Rural Health Association launched a new website. The website was rolled out this fall in conjunction
with its 2008 membership campaign. Included on the websites are exciting updates to the Going Green campaign,
plans for the first annual Med Bee to include rural scholarships, and efforts to establish a Mid Atlantic Rural Alliance.
Please visit the website at: http://mdruralhealth.org/index.html

Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development Agency Awards $28.2 million in Telemedicine Grants
The United States Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development Agency selected 105 recipients, ranging from
school districts to hospitals, in 41 states to share $28.2 million in Distance Learning and Telemedicine grants. The
grant funding will be used to increase the availability of educational opportunities to rural students and improve
healthcare access in rural communities across the United States. For a complete list of
recipients, visit http.//www.rurdev.usda.qov/rd/newsroom/2008/20080918-
DLTnewsrelease0908.pdf

Growing Similarities between Impoverished Rural and Urban Children

The U.S. Census Bureau released new data showing that there are fewer differences in rural
and urban child poverty rates. The 2007 American Community Survey reports 22 percent of
rural children live below the federal poverty level, compared to 13 percent of suburban
children and 25 percent of central city children. The narrowing between rural and urban
children has been shown over several years. Read more about this trend at http://
salsa.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp ?v=2&c=2J2Z5yK3YquiM%2FIL%2BDIRIGV5R%2FIwsgkR http://
www.cms.hhs.qgov/MLNProducts/downloads/fqhcfactsheet.pdf

Integrating Chronic Care and Business Strategies in the Safety-Net

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) recently released a free, online toolkit targeted towards
safety-net hospitals in order to help improve their quality of patient care and financial returns. The toolkit contains
an assortment of useful flow charts, worksheets, slides, fact sheets, and other forms. The toolkit is available at
http.//www.ahrg.qov/populations/businessstrategies/.

Rural Health Information Technology

Accelerating Progress: Using Health Information Technology and Electronic Health Information Exchange
to Improve Care

The State Alliance for e-Health’s report examines the challenges states face in implementing Health Information
Technology (HIT) and Health Information Exchange (HIE). These challenges include concerns about implementation
costs, variations in technical standards for interoperability and concerns about data security. For more information
on the State Alliance and to view the report visit http://www.nga.org/center/ehealth.

Electronic Health Records Adoption: Rural Providers’ Decision Making Processes (Chen & Skinner, 2008)
This brief report findings of a study that examined the decision-making process that small rural physician clinics and
hospitals use as they investigate and select an electronic health record (EHR) system. Policy makers can use the
study findings to understand the challenges that rural health care providers may face in the process of adopting
EHRs, and to develop incentives that promote the use of health information technology in rural America. To view
the whole policy brief visit: http.//www.unmc.edu/ruprihealth/Pubs/pb2008-4.pdf
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Rural Health Funding Alerts

USDA Community Facilities Loan and Grant Program

Community Programs administer programs designed to develop essential community facilities for public use in rural
areas. These facilities include libraries, childcare, hospitals, medical clinics, assisted living facilities, community
centers, public buildings and transportation. Through its Community Programs, the Department of Agriculture is
striving to ensure that such facilities are readily available to all rural communities.

Eligibility: Community Programs can make and guarantee loans to develop essential community facilities in rural
areas and towns of up to 20,000 in population. Loans and guarantees are available to public entities such as
municipalities, counties, and special-purpose districts, as well as to non-profit corporations and tribal governments.

Deadline: Applications accepted on an ongoing basis

Website: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/cf/cp.htm

Community Access to Child Health (CATCH) Planning Funds Program

Provides grants for pediatricians to develop innovative, community-based initiatives that increase children's access
to medical homes or to specific health services not otherwise available. Planning project activities must lead to
sustainable, community-based child health initiatives that increase access to care, especially for underserved
children, and address health disparities among children.

Eligibility: Eligibility is limited to pediatricians

Deadline: July 31, 2009

Website: http://www.aap.org/catch/planninggrants.htm

2009 Violence Prevention Grants

Violence prevention planning grant funds may be requested to cover the costs of community-based planning,
conducting community meetings, assessing community violence related assets and needs; continuing specific
community-based violence prevention efforts and related activities. Since this is a new type of grant, staff and
applicants will work together to determine specific criteria through the notice of intent process.

Eligibility: Not Specified

Deadline: In order to apply for a Mission and Ministry Fund Violence Prevention Planning Grant, applicants must
agree to participate in an in-person education session in February 2009.

Website: http://www.catholichealthinit.org/body.cfm?id=39336

Maryland Success Stories

Tri-County Council Appoints a Regional Veterans Health Advisory Committee

In response to the challenges facing returning combat veterans and their families, the Tri-County Council of
Southern Maryland has appointed a Regional Veterans Health Advisory Committee. The committee has been tasked
with investigating the needs and barriers faced by veterans returning to Maryland’s rural areas as well as identifying
specific action steps that can be taken by local and state government to address these concerns.

Choptank Community Health System (CCHS) Expands to Goldsboro in Queen Anne County
Construction began in mid September on an expansion of the Goldsboro Medical Center to include a new seven-
chair dental suite. The new clinic is funded by grants from the Administration Sponsored Capital Program of the
DHMH, and the Maryland Community Health Resource Commission. In addition, CCHS has been awarded Oral
Health Expansion Funds through the Human Resources and Services Administration.

Do you have a success story you would like to share with the rural community? Please email
mclark@dhmh.state.md.us with a brief summary to be included in the next newsletter by December 15, 2008.
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The mission of the Maryland State Office of Rural Health (SORH)
is to improve the health of rural Marylanders through
collaboration, networking, outreach, education, research,
advocacy, and the development of special programs.

Maryland State Office of Rural Health Contacts:

Maryland State Office of Rural Health Michelle Clark, Project Director

Office of Health Policy and Planning 410-767-5121
Family Health Administration mclark@dhmh.state.md.us
Maryland Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene Michele Pharr, Health Policy Analyst

201 West Preston Street, Room 423 410-767-3543
Baltimore, MD 21201 mpharr@dhmh.state.md.us We're new and improved
on the web:
Phone: 410-767-7000 Jessica McKinnie, Graduate Intern www.fha.state.md.us/ohpp
Fax: 410-333-7501 410-767-5297
E-mail: ohpp@dhmh.state.md.us jmckinnie@dhmh.state.md.us

Calendar of Events

November 14, 2008 January 26-28, 2008
Regional Homeless Conference Rural Health Policy Institute

New Jersey Primary Care Association, Trenton, NJ National Rural Health Association
For more information, visit: Capital Hilton, Washington, DC

For more information, contact: 816-756-3140 or

December 9-12, 2008

Annual Rural Minority and Multicultural Health February 6, 2009
Conference Give Kids a Smile Day

National Rural Health Association American Dental Association, Nationwide
Hilton Albuquerque -Albuquerque, NM For more information, contact:

For more information, contact: Rosemary McKenzie,
February 18-20, 2009

2009 Local, State, Federal Public Health Preparedness

December 16-18, 2008 Summit
NIH Summit: The Science of Eliminating Health National Association of County and City Health Officials

Disparities San Diego, CA
National Center on Minority Health and Health For more information, contact: 202-783-5550 or

Disparities

Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center

National Harbor, MD March 15-19, 2008

For more information, contact: 2009 Aging in America Conference
American Society on Aging & National Council on Aging
Paris Las Vegas and Bally’s Las Vegas, Las Vegas, NV
For more information, contact: 1(800) 537-9728 or
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