
The Mid‐Atlantic Association of Community Health Centers (MACHC), in coordination 
with the Kent County Local Management Board (LMB) and Local Health Department, has 
begun planning for a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) after being awarded a 
HRSA planning grant for the coming year.  On October 15, 2008, a “Kick‐Off” meeting at 
the County Commissioner’s Office was held.  The MACHC provided a clear picture of the 
final aim, while breaking the larger vision down into realistic goals, steps, and outcomes. 
The next immediate step is the creation of a planning council.  The LMB has compiled list 
of contacts that includes local health professionals and a diverse body of community 
leaders.  Since the majority of an FQHC’s governing body must consist of consumers and 
representatives of the patient population, it is important to get the community involved 
in and support for this project in order to meet the unique needs of Kent County.  After 
the planning process, hopefully the community will be ready to apply for, if discovered 
warranted, federal 330 funds to carry out plans for FQHC development.  We wish them 
the best as they continue with this endeavor!  

Planning for FQHC in Kent County Begins 

Rural Health Roundtable Sets Priorities  
for Coming Year 

On October 2 and 3, 2009, Maryland Rural Health Leaders gathered for a Rural Health 
Roundtable to develop an action plan that would increase the supply of health care 
providers in rural areas.  Meeting the goal to make the Maryland Rural Health Plan a 
living document, the meeting focused on the number one strategy of the Plan: Increasing 
Rural Recruitment and Retention.  This need for rural providers was reiterated over the 
last year in the Maryland Rural Health Association (MRHA) Listening Sessions.  The first 
day focused on giving an overview of the shortages in rural Maryland and groups working 
toward addressing solutions.  Several key telemedicine pilot projects were also 
presented connecting urban health care providers to rural areas of the state.  The second 
day focused on developing an action plan around how to recruit more providers.  A final 
report will be forthcoming outlining the consensus gained on how to move the Rural 
Health Plan forward and increase the supply of a healthcare workforce in rural Maryland.  
Presentations from the event can be viewed on the Rural Maryland Council’s Website:  
http://www.ruralforvm.state.md.us/Roundtables/RRT2_08.html 
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The State Office of Rural Health (SORH) welcomes Jessica McKinnie, Graduate Intern 
from the University of Maryland Baltimore.  Jessica is studying Social Work with 
specialization in Health with a Management and Community Organization focus.  She will 
work with the SORH to help provide enhanced assistance with rural health resources, 
data requests, and information and assistance on funding for our rural health partners 
and jurisdictions.  Jessica McKinnie can be reached at JMckinnie@dhmh.state.md.us.  

SORH Welcomes a New Graduate Intern 
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Maryland Rural Health Association (MRHA) New Website  
The Maryland Rural Health Association launched a new website.  The website was rolled out this fall in conjunction 
with its 2008 membership campaign.  Included on the websites are exciting updates to the Going Green campaign, 
plans for the first annual Med Bee to include rural scholarships, and efforts to establish a Mid Atlantic Rural Alliance.  
Please visit the website at: http://mdruralhealth.org/index.html 
 

Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development Agency Awards $28.2 million in Telemedicine Grants 
The United States Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development Agency selected 105 recipients, ranging from 
school districts to hospitals, in 41 states to share $28.2 million in Distance Learning and Telemedicine grants.  The 
grant funding will be used to increase the availability of educational opportunities to rural students and improve 
healthcare access in rural communities across the United States.  For a complete list of 
recipients, visit http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/newsroom/2008/20080918‐
DLTnewsrelease0908.pdf  
 
Growing Similarities between Impoverished Rural and Urban Children 
The U.S. Census Bureau released new data showing that there are fewer differences in rural 
and urban child poverty rates.  The 2007 American Community Survey reports 22 percent of 
rural children live below the federal poverty level, compared to 13 percent of suburban 
children and 25 percent of central city children.  The narrowing between rural and urban 
children has been shown over several years. Read more about this trend at http://
salsa.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=zJ2Z5yK3YguiM%2FlL%2BDlRIGV5R%2FIwsgkR http://
www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNProducts/downloads/fqhcfactsheet.pdf 
 
Integrating Chronic Care and Business Strategies in the Safety‐Net 
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) recently released a free, online toolkit targeted towards 
safety‐net hospitals in order to help improve their quality of patient care and financial returns.  The toolkit contains 
an assortment of useful flow charts, worksheets, slides, fact sheets, and other forms.  The toolkit is available at 
http://www.ahrq.gov/populations/businessstrategies/. 
 

Rural Health Information Technology 
 
Accelerating Progress: Using Health Information Technology and Electronic Health Information Exchange 
to Improve Care 
The State Alliance for e‐Health’s report examines the challenges states face in implementing Health Information 
Technology (HIT) and Health Information Exchange (HIE).  These challenges include concerns about implementation 
costs, variations in technical standards for interoperability and concerns about data security.  For more information 
on the State Alliance and to view the report visit http://www.nga.org/center/ehealth. 
 
Electronic Health Records Adoption:  Rural Providers’ Decision Making Processes (Chen & Skinner, 2008) 
This brief report findings of a study that examined the decision‐making process that small rural physician clinics and 
hospitals use as they investigate and select an electronic health record (EHR) system.  Policy makers can use the 
study findings to understand the challenges that rural health care providers may face in the process of adopting 
EHRs, and to develop incentives that promote the use of health information technology in rural America.  To view 
the whole policy brief visit: http://www.unmc.edu/ruprihealth/Pubs/pb2008‐4.pdf  

Rural Health Resources & Publications 
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USDA Community Facilities Loan and Grant Program 
Community Programs administer programs designed to develop essential community facilities for public use in rural 
areas.  These facilities include libraries, childcare, hospitals, medical clinics, assisted living facilities, community 
centers, public buildings and transportation.  Through its Community Programs, the Department of Agriculture is 
striving to ensure that such facilities are readily available to all rural communities. 

Eligibility: Community Programs can make and guarantee loans to develop essential community facilities in rural 
areas and towns of up to 20,000 in population.  Loans and guarantees are available to public entities such as 
municipalities, counties, and special‐purpose districts, as well as to non‐profit corporations and tribal governments. 

Deadline: Applications accepted on an ongoing basis 

Website: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/cf/cp.htm 

 
Community Access to Child Health (CATCH) Planning Funds Program 
Provides grants for pediatricians to develop innovative, community‐based initiatives that increase children's access 
to medical homes or to specific health services not otherwise available.  Planning project activities must lead to 
sustainable, community‐based child health initiatives that increase access to care, especially for underserved 
children, and address health disparities among children. 

Eligibility: Eligibility is limited to pediatricians 

Deadline: July 31, 2009 

Website: http://www.aap.org/catch/planninggrants.htm 
 
2009 Violence Prevention Grants 
Violence prevention planning grant funds may be requested to cover the costs of community‐based planning, 
conducting community meetings, assessing community violence related assets and needs; continuing specific 
community‐based violence prevention efforts and related activities.  Since this is a new type of grant, staff and 
applicants will work together to determine specific criteria through the notice of intent process. 

Eligibility: Not Specified 

Deadline: In order to apply for a Mission and Ministry Fund Violence Prevention Planning Grant, applicants must 
agree to participate in an in‐person education session in February 2009. 

Website: http://www.catholichealthinit.org/body.cfm?id=39336 

Tri‐County Council Appoints a Regional Veterans Health Advisory Committee 
In response to the challenges facing returning combat veterans and their families, the Tri‐County Council of 
Southern Maryland has appointed a Regional Veterans Health Advisory Committee.  The committee has been tasked 
with investigating the needs and barriers faced by veterans returning to Maryland’s rural areas as well as identifying 
specific action steps that can be taken by local and state government to address these concerns.  

Choptank Community Health System (CCHS) Expands to Goldsboro in Queen Anne County 
Construction began in mid September on an expansion of the Goldsboro Medical Center to include a new seven‐
chair dental suite.  The new clinic is funded by grants from the Administration Sponsored Capital Program of the 
DHMH, and the Maryland Community Health Resource Commission.  In addition, CCHS has been awarded Oral 
Health Expansion Funds through the Human Resources and Services Administration.   
 
Do you have a success story you would like to share with the rural community?  Please email 
mclark@dhmh.state.md.us with a brief summary to be included in the next newsletter by December 15, 2008.  

Rural Health Funding Alerts 

Maryland Success Stories 
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Office of Health Policy and Planning 
Family Health Administration 

Maryland Department of Health and  
Mental Hygiene 

201 West Preston Street, Room 423 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

Phone: 410‐767‐7000 
Fax: 410‐333‐7501 

E‐mail: ohpp@dhmh.state.md.us 

The mission of the Maryland State Office of Rural Health (SORH) 
is to improve the health of rural Marylanders through 
collaboration, networking, outreach, education, research, 
advocacy, and the development of special programs. 

Maryland State Office of Rural Health Contacts: 
 
Michelle Clark, Project Director 
410‐767‐5121 
mclark@dhmh.state.md.us 
 
Michele Pharr, Health Policy Analyst 
410‐767‐3543 
mpharr@dhmh.state.md.us 
 
Jessica McKinnie, Graduate Intern 
410‐767‐5297 
jmckinnie@dhmh.state.md.us 

Maryland State Office of Rural Health 

January 26‐28, 2008 
Rural Health Policy Institute  
National Rural Health Association 
Capital Hilton, Washington, DC 
For more information, contact: 816‐756‐3140 or 
mail@NRHArural.org 
 
February 6, 2009 
Give Kids a Smile Day  
American Dental Association, Nationwide 
For more information, contact: gkas@ada.org 
 
February 18‐20, 2009 
2009 Local, State, Federal Public Health Preparedness 
Summit  
National Association of County and City Health Officials 
San Diego, CA 
For more information, contact: 202‐783‐5550 or 
info@naccho.org 
 
March 15‐19, 2008 
2009 Aging in America Conference  
American Society on Aging & National Council on Aging 
Paris Las Vegas and Bally’s Las Vegas, Las Vegas, NV 
For more information, contact: 1(800) 537‐9728 or 
http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/
index2.cfm 

November 14, 2008 
Regional Homeless Conference 
New Jersey Primary Care Association, Trenton, NJ  
For more information, visit: www.njpca.org/
whatsnew/The‐Diverse‐Face‐of‐Homelessness‐1.pdf  
 
December 9‐12, 2008 
Annual Rural Minority and Multicultural Health 
Conference  
National Rural Health Association 
Hilton Albuquerque ‐Albuquerque, NM 
For more information, contact: Rosemary McKenzie, 
rmckenzie@NRHArural.org 
 
December 16‐18, 2008 
NIH Summit: The Science of Eliminating Health 
Disparities  
National Center on Minority Health and Health 
Disparities 
Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center 
National Harbor, MD 
For more information, contact: 
NIHSummit@blseamon.com 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events 

We’re new and improved 
on the web:  

www.fha.state.md.us/ohpp 

FALL 2008  Page 4 

mailto:mail@NRHArural.org�
mailto:gkas@ada.org�
mailto:info@naccho.org�
http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/index2.cfm�
http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/index2.cfm�
http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/index2.cfm�
http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/index2.cfm�
http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/index2.cfm�
http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/index2.cfm�
http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/index2.cfm�
http://www.agingconference.org/asav2/conf/jc/jc09/index2.cfm�
mailto:rmckenzie@NRHArural.org�
mailto:NIHSummitt@blseamon.com�
http://www.fha.state.md.us/ohpp�

	Planning for FQHC in Kent County Begins

	Rural Health Roundtable Sets Priorities 

	for Coming Year

	Maryland State Office of Rural Health

	FALL 2008

	Maryland Rural Health News and Notes

	Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

	Inside this issue:

	SORH Welcomes a New Graduate Intern

	Rural Health Resources & Publications

	Page #

	Maryland Rural Health News and Notes

	Rural Health Funding Alerts

	Maryland Success Stories

	Page #

	FALL 2008

	Maryland State Office of Rural Health

	Calendar of Events

	FALL 2008

	Page #



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





