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Maryland State Child Fatality
Review Team (SCFRT)

Maryland SCFRT

Updates and News

The Maryland State Child Fatality
Team extends a hearty thank you
to Sally Dolch, former SCFRT
chair, who resigned after years of
service. Sally also wrote the
newsletter for the State Team.

We wish her well.

MEET THE EDITOR

Donna Mazyck, RN MS

Provides consultation to school
health services programs in Mary-
land schools, Donna is newly
appointed to the SCFRT.

The SCFRT acknowledges the
contributions of former member,

Rosalind McDaniel, MSWV, in the
development of this newsletter.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

The 2008 Maryland Legislative
Session was a busy one as it re-
lates to child welfare. There were
literarily hundreds of bills pre-
sented to the Maryland Legislature
which had the ability to impact the

safety and well-being of children in
Maryland. What follows are just a
few of those bills, including a link
for the legislation and the status of
the bill. The official State of Mary-
land website (http://
mlis.state.md.us/) allows for
easy review of the legislative activ-

ity for 2008.

HB 114 - All-Terrain Vehicle
Safety Task Force — Passed

and Signed by Governor

http://mlis.state.md.us/2008rs/bills/
hb/hbO | | 4t.pdf

HB-394 - State Postmortem
Examiners Commission - Of-
fice of the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer — Postmortem Exam-
iners Law — Passed and signed

by the Governor

http://mlis.state.md.us/2008rs/
chapters_noln/

Ch_69_hb0394T.pdf

HB 511 - Vehicle Laws - Mov-
ing Violations by Minors - No-
tification of Parent or Guard-

ian - Legislation passed
http://mlis.state.md.us/2008rs/bills/
hb/hb05 | 1t.pdf

HB 1281- Teen Driving Safety
Act of 2008

Referred for study in the En-
vironmental Matters Com-

mittee.

http://mlis.state.md.us/2008rs/bills/
hb/hb1281f.pdf

New HRSA Website Launched—Poison Help

The Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) recently
launched their new Poison Help
website. The site contains
downloadable education materials
such as brochures and tip sheets.
The website links to each poison
control center and other resources.
The site also holds the Poison Con-

trol Update newsletter.

To access the site go to

PoisonHelp.hrsa.gov.

The current Poison Control
Update newsletter is accessed
at www.poisonhelp.hrsa.gov/

pdf/newsletter/
win-

ter_Highlights_2008Final.pdf
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www.fha.state.

md.us/mch/cfr/

SAVE THE DATE!
SCFRT
Annual Meeting
December 9, 2008

Details to follow...

Highlighting Local Child Fatality Review Teams

The newsletter will highlight the work of local child fatality review teams. If you have news to share,
please contact the newsletter editor: Donna Mazyck at dmazyck@msde.state.md.us

The Montgomery County Child Fatality Review Team was established in 1997.
Co-Chairs are Dr. Carl Margolis, Deputy Medical Examiner, from Montgomery County and
Beverly Byron,: RN,MSN,LNC Nurse Educator/Program Coordinator of Montgomery County’s
Shaken Baby and Family Violence Prevention Program.

The newest project from the Montgomery County Child fatality Review Team is prevention of
Pediatric window falls. Last spring/summer four children fell out of townhouse and apartment
windows in our county. One of those children died; the others survived. However this is a pre-
ventable pediatric injury. A Pediatric Window Falls Prevention Task Force was created which
consists of two Pediatricians from the Child Assessment Center (Dr. Estampador and Dr.
Shukrat who are on our CFRT) and a representative from Special Needs Housing Unit. “We
are busy right now creating a press release on this issue which will help residents by giving them
five tips they can use to prevent this injury in their homes.

Safety Concern with 15-Passenger Vans

New research from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has found
June through August to be the deadliest time of year for |5-passenger van occupants, due to
rollover crashes. Statistics show that 3| percent of fatal rollovers involving |5-passenger vans
occur during the busy summer travel months. (To view the report, click here: http://www-
nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/810947.PDF). NHTSA Administrator Nicole R. Nason is urging all 15-
passenger van users to take appropriate safety precautions when taking to the road during this
busy travel season. Overall statistics show the number of deaths in |5-passenger van rollover
crashes has been declining steadily since 2001. However, these vehicles still pose a safety risk
to occupants, claiming the lives of 58 people in accidents in 2006.

For more information about |5-passenger van safety visit

www.safercar.gov

15-passenger Van Safety

Passenger Safety Manual Focuses on Children and Youth

The Governors Highway
Safety Association (GHSA)
has published a new best
practices manual on occu-
pant protection for chil-
dren (OPC). The guide
was developed with the
resources and support of
State Farm Insurance
Companies®. The new
publication follows previ-
ously developed compre-
hensive guidelines and an
assessment tool for state

' highway safety offices to

examine their OPC pro-
grams and focus their re-
sources where they are

most needed.

The Manual highlights pro-
grams that are designed to

address the needs of chil-
dren who fall between a
booster seat program and
traditional driver educa-
tion programs. These chil-
dren are typically between

the ages of eight and |6.

The new publication com-
plements available re-
sources to assist highway
safety offices and commu-
nity programs in their mis-
sion to provide a compre-
hensive approach to OPC
efforts. The manual
represents the next step
toward a stronger, data-
driven and research-based
program. It provides ex-
amples of various program
components that be repli-

cated throughout the
country.

The Occupant Protect
for Children: Best Prac-
tices Manual is available
as a PDF document online.
There are also a limited
number of print copies
available. E-mail Jonathan
Adkins (jadkins@ghsa.org)

to request a copy.
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