
  2010 Maryland General Assembly 
   Legislation Highlights 

SB 19 - Use of Wireless Telephones While Driving—this bill  prohibits certain uses of wireless  by a driver 

when the vehicle is in motion. 

SB 170—Child Protection from Predators Act—this bill will prohibit the earning of credits to reduce  term of 

confinement for certain offenders or child sexual offenders.  See also SB 395/HB 253 

SB 559—Child Protection – Mandatory Reporting of Children Regularly in Contact with Persons Convicted of 
Child Abuse and Child Sexual Abuse 

SB 605—Angel’s Law – Foster Care and Child Care – Cordless Window Coverings  - this bill requires  

cordless window coverings by a certain date in foster care, child care, and family day care settings 

HB 1221—Maryland Safe Roads For Teens Act  
altering the hours during which a holder of a provisional driver’s  license under a 
certain age may drive unsupervised; modifying a certain license restriction that 
prohibits a certain holder of a provisional driver’s license from driving a motor 
vehicle carrying certain passengers under certain circumstances; repealing certain 
provisions requiring that certain restrictions  on a holder of a provisional driver’s 
license under a certain age related to passengers and the use of wireless 
communication devices be enforced as a  secondary action; and generally relating 
to provisional driver’s license  restrictions. 
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Drowning Prevention 

The National Drowning  Prevention  Alliance opened registration for their 9th annual  National Drowning 

Prevention Symposium, which is located in Pittsburg.  For information go to the NDPA website  http://

www.ndpa.org/home/ index.htm     
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If you have news to share, please contact the newsletter editors:  

Donna Mazyck at dmazyck@msde.state.md.us or Laurel Moody at lmoody@bcps.org 

Visit Our State Child Fatality Review website:  

 http://fha.maryland.gov/mch/cfr_home.cfm 

For more information contact: Joan Patterson at (410) 767-6727 or  

jpatterson@dhmh.state.md.us                  

 

 

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning: A New Twist   

During the blizzards of 2010, portable generators kept families warm, in the light and kept 

foods fresh and cooled when power outages lingered for days.  The use of these generators to 

power up video games and televisions can pose an unintended risk: carbon monoxide poisoning.   

The Poison Post  (Winter 2009 edition) brings to light the potential danger  when generators are 

used indoors.   Go to http://www.poison.org/poisonpost/winter2009/

poisonpostwinter2009.htm  to read the article.   

Federal legislation was introduced in March 2009 to address the safety concerns related to car-

bon monoxide poisoning in households.  The legislation, HR 1796: Residential Carbon Monox-

ide Poisoning Prevention Act, was assigned to the House Committee on Energy and Com-

merce.  The text of the legislation can be viewed at   

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=h111-1796 

 

 

 

Upcoming Conferences  
 
Maryland Suicide  
Prevention Conference  

Wednesday, Oct 6, 2010 at 
Martin's West, Baltimore 

Did you know??? 
1. Approximately every 2 hours in 
the US, a person or vehicle is hit 
by a train? 
2. About 1/2 of all crossing 
collisions occur at highway-rail 
intersections with flashing lights 
and/or gates. 

Railway Injuries and Deaths in Maryland on the Rise 

On March 9, 2010 newly released federal statistics show the lowest number of deaths and injuries from high-

way-rail grade crossing collisions recorded to date. However, Maryland has experienced an increase in rail 

property trespass incidents resulting in deaths. Data shows that trespassers still account for the largest num-

ber of rail-related fatalities in the US. Rail trespassing incidents are preventable. We need to successfully 

educate people to stay off the tracks, understand and obey crossing laws and use common sense around 

trains says Helen M. Sramek, president of Operation Lifesaver, Inc. (www.oli.org/news/press_release) 

Operation Lifesaver Inc. is a non-profit, public education program first established in 1972 to end collisions, 

deaths and injuries occurring where roadways cross train tracks, and on railroad rights-of-way. Operation 

Lifesaver programs are sponsored cooperatively by federal, state, and local government agencies; highway 

safety organizations, and the nation’s railroads. There are Operations Lifesaver programs in all 50 states and 

the District of Columbia. Maryland’s State Coordinator is Dick Ratcliff. To learn more about the valuable               

    resources Operation Lifesaver can provide for your area go to:  

www.mdol.org 

Child Death Review  

Data Entry: 

How’s it going?  

Please send Rich Lichenstein or Joan 

Patterson your questions/problems/

issues/experiences. 
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