ACCESS TO OBSTETRICAL CARE WORKGROUP

Summary of Meeting #1 (7/22/2014)

Dr. Gahunia, DHMH Chief Medical Officer, reviewed the goals and objectives of the workgroup, framed the issue, and reviewed data DHMH has collected on access to obstetrical care in Maryland. Sara Cherico led a facilitated discussion to begin exploring the problem and developing solutions. 

Mission of Workgroup:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluate the factors contributing to access to obstetrical care in both urban and rural areas of the State; 
· Evaluate if this issue exists in other states, and any policies that those states engage in to reduce barriers to obstetrical care in urban and/or rural areas; 
· Review recent proposals intended to ensure access to obstetrical care in urban and rural areas including through the creation of a birth injury fund and analyze the costs and benefits of these proposals; and 
· Make recommendations on ways to address any identified barriers to obstetrical care.

Members of Workgroup:
Group represented include: Meritus Medical Center, Maryland Hospital Association, Johns Hopkins Medicine, University of Maryland Medical System, Mercy Medical Center, Total Healthcare, Inc., Dimensions Health System, DHMH’s Office of Women’s Health, and Maryland Medical Assistance Program (Medicaid).

Data Points Presented to the Workgroup:
· 747 OB-GYNs serving 2.98 million women in Maryland:
· 2.51 OB-GYNs per 10,000 women in Maryland vs. 2.65 nationally
· 6.26 OB-GYNs per 10,000 women ages 15-44 in Maryland vs. 5.42 nationally
· Three counties with no OB-GYNs (Caroline, Queen Anne’s, and Somerset).
· 240 CNMs licensed to practice in Maryland (as of June 30, 2014).

The group had a lengthy discussion on the need for 1) additional data to determine historical trends in number of OB-GYNs and 2) more precise data on number of actively practicing OBs in Maryland.  The group also discussed that proximity to a provider does not equate to access, especially for women with health conditions that make the pregnancy higher-risk. The group started to brainstorm ideas on how to address the issue of access including improving the liability environment and telemedicine.
Next Meeting (8/12/2014):
· DHMH will continue to collect workforce data and present any updated findings to the group. 
· Maryland’s ACOG representative will reach out to the national ACOG to see if they are interested in presenting on how other states have tackled the issue of access to obstetrical care.
· DHMH will also present on other states’ policies to reduce barriers to obstetrical care in urban and/or rural areas. 
· Mercy Medical Center will present on the birth injury fund in Florida, New York, and Virginia, and the most recent birth injury fund legislation in Maryland. 
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