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WELCOME
Council Chair Maryann Swann opened the meeting at 12:30 p.m.  Ms Swann requested that all present briefly introduce themselves.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Council Vice-Chair Steve Seipp requested that everyone review the minutes from the November meeting. Donna Cain noted an error to be corrected - she was present at the November meeting.  Mary Ann Richmond motioned that the minutes be accepted; Cheri Dowling seconded the motion.

DIRECTORS REPORT:
Erin Filippone reviewed the current status of the Infant Hearing Program.  She formally introduced Tanya Green as the new Infant Hearing Program Director.  Erin then reviewed the status of the current grants – the progress reports for both the HRSA and CDC grants were completed and submitted on time.  She is currently working on cleaning up the 2009 data for the CDC survey report which is due 02/15/2011.  Erin noted that Maryland’s numbers would be in line with the national average numbers.  Since the last council meeting, the program has visited the Montgomery Co. ITP and the newly combined Walter Reed Army Medical Center/National Naval Medical Center nursery.  The Infant Hearing Program is currently working with the Department’s Birth Defects and Vital Statistics programs to share data.  This collaboration will help our program get complete and accurate numbers and demographics.
Erin reported that the CDC had just yesterday released a new funding opportunity.  This grant would be a 5 year grant of up to $175,000 per year for the purposes of developing, maintaining and/or enhancing data tracking systems.  The grant specifically hopes to encourage data sharing through Electronic Health Record Systems (EHR-S).  The new HRSA grant has not been released, but as reported in November, the program knows what it will entail and discussions are already underway as to how to best make use of this opportunity.

The final run of program statistics for 2009 births show 82 confirmed hearing losses with 107 infants who have begun but not yet completed their diagnostic testing.  Some of these infants may have hearing loss.  To date, there have been 54 babies born in 2009 who were referred to the Infant and Toddler program.  In 2009 the program lost contact with 773 infants who had not completed the screening or diagnostic process.  For 2010 babies, there are currently 64 infants with confirmed hearing loss and also 64 who have not yet completed their diagnostic testing.  Forty-two babies born in 2010 have been referred to the Infant and Toddler program, and we have lost contact with 309 infants.
NEW BUSINESS:
The council was fortunate to have Dr. Jennifer Reesman and her colleague, post-doc fellow Lori Day at this meeting.  Dr. Reesman gave a presentation on her work at Kennedy Krieger Institute in developing the DREAM Clinic, which opened in September 2010.  This program’s aim is to provide accessible neuropsychological evaluations to deaf and hard of hearing children.  The clinic primarily provides assessment services and then collaborates with other providers within the Institute to ensure that the children receive appropriate services.  
Following Dr. Reesman’s presentation, Erin Filippone requested that the group review the National EHDI conference presentation lists.  She suggested that those present attend different sessions so as to bring back as much information as possible.  It was decided that those attending the conference would meet just after the council meeting to make these determinations.

Infant Hearing Program Director Tanya Green then addressed the group regarding preparation for the annual MD EHDI Stakeholder’s meeting.  

CONTINUED BUSINESS:

Maryann Swann asked Cheri Dowling to review the work of the Sub-committee for Families.  Ms. Dowling submitted a draft of the letter the group proposes to send to the families of infants newly identified with hearing loss and several fact sheets that would accompany the letter.  The council reviewed the letter and attachments and made suggestions for amendments.  Ms. Dowling will provide a final draft of the letter at the March council meeting.  During the discussion, Ms. Dowling stated that the original idea had been to develop a packet for these families that would include a DVD on sign language, a book entitled “Choices in Deafness,” and a book that explains cochlear implants but that she had been informed that the monies for this project were no longer available.  Erin Filippone suggested that the new HRSA grant might have funds for this purpose.  
ADDENDUM:  At the Hearing Advisory Council meeting on 5-19-2011, Dr. Mary Mussman clarified a statement she made at this 1-20-2011 meeting regarding the information packet to be sent out to families.  Following is her clarification, “I’d like to suggest that the packet (letter and fact sheets) that goes to families of newly diagnosed children with hearing loss include information on how they can access services of the Maryland School for the Deaf.  Parent and Infant Program at MSD serves all counties and offers in-home services.  I found this service to be the best and biggest respurce for my family at the time of my child’s diagnosis of deafness.”  Mary Mussman, M.D.
Vice-Chair Steve Seipp reviewed the progress of the development of guidelines for the roles and responsibilities of council members.  Dr. Seipp reviewed the history of the council to explain the disparity between the legislative mandate for the council and its current operating needs.  Discussion ensued as to the process for revising the legislation.  It was determined that this would be a long and arduous process, but that a subcommittee could be formed to draft preliminary recommendations for pursuing this course of action.  The subcommittee members, Dr. Seipp, Dr. Mary Mussman, and Erin Filippone will report back to the council at the May meeting.  The draft document of guidelines was reviewed by the council and amendments were suggested.  Dr. Bentley and Erin Filippone will develop a revised draft which will be presented to the council at the March meeting.  
Maryann Swann next turned the discussion to council membership.  Currently there are vacancies or expected vacancies for the AG Bell member, the physician member, the Mental Health member and a parent member.  Suggestions were made as to specific individuals who might be willing to assume these duties.  Erin Filippone will work with the DHMH office responsible for Advisory Council to determine exactly which memberships are vacant when the expected vacancies will be official.  In the meantime, a letter will be drafted by Erin to be sent to AG Bell requesting the nomination of Ms. Olga Polites as the new AG Bell board member.  Erin also identified the vacancy of the Maryland Chapter Champion as an on-going issue that has left our program without an ambassador in the pediatric community.  Several individuals and groups were suggested as possibly able to nominate a chapter champion.  Erin will contact Rachel St. John, the Maryland AAP Newborn/Neonatal and Special Needs sub-groups.  Ms. Stacy Taylor will contact a physician at GBMC who might be interested.  Recommendations and nominations will be presented at the March meeting.

The floor was then opened to members for any announcements they wished to share.  Ms. Swann reported that the Task Force for the education of deaf and hard of hearing students had been suspended by its chair, Dr Carol Ann Heath.  It is not known when this task force will be reconvened. 

Cheri Dowling announced several workshops and seminars of interest to the state-wide EHDI community that were to be led by nationally known, dynamic speakers and she provided handouts for many of these sessions.  She also announced several local support group meetings.
Maryann Swan distributed registration and information handouts for the ASDC 2011 Conference to be held at the Frederick campus of the Maryland School for the Deaf, and the Maryland State Steering Committee for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students’ annual conference.  She also provided a handout of the Conference for Educational Administrator of Schools and Programs for the Deaf (CEASD) press release on the passage of the EHDI Act of 2010.
Ms. Laura Quinn announced that the Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing would be hosting their annual Legislation Awareness Day in Annapolis on Monday, February 21, 2011.  Ms. Quinn noted that this would be the Office’s 10th anniversary.  

MEETING ADJOURNED
Council Chair Maryann Swann adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.

NEXT MEETING

12:30 pm on March 17, 2011 at the Hearing and Speech Agency
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