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CCSC HO#09-35 
MEMORANDUM

Date:          August 18, 2009
To:             Health Officers


                  CRF-CPEST Cancer Coordinators
                  SAHC CRF Coordinators


      Roberta Herbst, Coordinator, Maryland Skin Cancer Prevention Program

From:        Barbara Andrews, Program Manager

                  CRFP Unit, Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control

RE:            Teleconference on CRF Cancer Programs – August 19, 2009 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Attached is the agenda for the Teleconference on Wednesday, August 19, 2009 from 10 AM TO 11:30 P.M. 


PLEASE GO SLOWLY AND FOLLOW THE PROMPTS                 


Dial in to the following “Meeting Place” dial in number:


1-410-549-4411 for Long Distance callers; or


   410-549-4411 for local callers in Baltimore Metro area.

 


When advised that you are about to attend the “meeting,” press 1. 
                   

Give the following Meeting ID Number:  4652#

         

When entering the Meeting ID Number, follow by the # sign.
If there are problems, we will send out an e-mail notifying you about what is happening and what the next steps will be, so please check your e-mail. If you have any trouble dialing into the audio-conference call, please contact DHMH Teleconference Services at (410) 767-5108.  A staff member will assist you in your connection to the audio-conference.  Please turn your phone to MUTE unless asking a question at the teleconference.  You may connect into the conference call as early as 9:55AM, NOT SOONER, PLEASE  

Attachments (E-mailed and Faxed to Health Officers and CRF/Colorectal Cancer Coordinators)


cc:
Carlessia Hussein, Dr.PH
      
Arlee Gist                   

Diane Dwyer, MD           
Donna Gugel



Russell Moy, MD, MPH
      
Cancer CRF Teleconference

DHMH Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control
Wednesday, August 19, 2009, 10-11:30 P.M.
Dial in to the following “Meeting Place” dial in number:

 
1-410-549-4411 for Long Distance callers; or



 410-549-4411 for local callers in Baltimore Metro area.

Meeting ID Number: 4652#
Please turn your phone to MUTE unless you are asking a question - and DO NOT put your phone on Hold during the teleconference (or we will hear background music).  Thanks.
Agenda
1. Maryland Skin Cancer Prevention Program Update– Roberta Herbst
· Tanning beds get the highest carcinogen rating 

The IARC (International Agency for Research on Cancer), part of the World Health Organization (WHO) has raised tanning beds to the highest level carcinogen (harmful to humans). In addition, a review of 20 studies concluded that the risk of melanoma increases by 75% when use of tanning beds begins before age 30. Several studies also reported a link between tanning bed use and melanoma of the eye.


The Medline article can be found at http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/news/fullstory_87444.html

The American Cancer Society had the entire WHO list of carcinogens at this site: 

http://www.cancer.org/docroot/PED/content/PED_1_3x_Known_and_Probable_Carcinogens.asp

· Skin Cancer Education for Primary Care
Only a few weeks remain for primary care clinicians, including RNs, NPs and PAs, to complete the course, "Skin Cancer Education for Primary Care," and receive 4.5 free continuing education credits. Log onto www.skincancercme.org for more information and registration and complete the course by September 30.

For more information or questions, please contact:
Roberta M. Herbst, M.S., Program Manager

Maryland Skin Cancer Prevention Program, Center for a Healthy Maryland

1211 Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD  21201

410-539-0872 ext. 3340 or 800-492-1056, ext. 3340 or email at rherbst@medchi.org
2.   Minority Outreach and Technical Assistant (MOTA) Update – Truemenda Green

Information about Maryland Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities and MOTA are available at www.mdhealthdisparities.org and http://crf.maryland.gov/html/mota.cfm.
For more information or questions, please contact:

Arlee Gist at 410-767-7117 or e-mail her at agist@dhmh.state.md.us.   

            Truemenda Green at 410-767-8954 or e-mail at tcgreen@dhmh.state.md.us
3. Statewide Health Network Update at the University of Maryland - Shiraz I. Mishra  

For more information, please contact:


Shiraz I. Mishra, MBBS, PhD


Deputy Director, Evaluation and Outcomes, University of Maryland Statewide Health Network

401 W. Redwood Street, Suite 100, Baltimore, MD 21201

Email: smishra@som.umaryland.edu  Phone: 410-706-8887, Fax: 410-706-8891

4. Maryland Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan, CDC Colorectal Cancer Demonstration   Project (Baltimore City), and Maryland Cancer Fund - Robert Villanueva, Maryland State Council on Cancer Control 

· CDC CRC- Demonstration Project:  Screening ending in August 2009
· New CDC CRC Award
· In May 2009, DHMH applied to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for funding under an RFP to expand CRC screening in Maryland.  The original intent of the DHMH grant was primarily to fund screening in Baltimore City and expand screening in 8 counties. 
· In July 2009, DHMH was notified that the CDC made internal decisions to change the focus of the grant away from direct screening model to a one focused on population-based approaches to CRC screening.  This necessitated substantial changes in the proposed Maryland activities, many of which are still being developed. 
· Currently, a smaller screening program is planned for Baltimore City; DHMH will work with insurers, Medicaid, FQHC's, and large employers to encourage utilization of existing screening benefits. Other activities and grant specifics will be announced in the coming weeks and months.

For more information, please contact Robert Villanueva at 410-767-1617, or Villanuevar@dhmh.state.md.us
· Maryland Cancer Fund
For more information, please contact Angel Davis, MCF Coordinator at 410-767-3117 Email: adavis@dhmh.state.md.us.
5. Bowel Preparation : Talbot County’s strategy to involve physicians, pharmacists, and patients – Peggy Ferguson

Issue

· Prior to December 2008, 
· Oral sodium phosphate solution (OSPS) was "over the counter" (OTC). At low cost to CPEST program, a year’s supply of OSPS was delivered every July to the practitioners' offices to give to CPEST patients for their prep.  
· Patients who were determined by the physician not to be appropriate to use OSPS (maybe four patients a year), were prescribed alternative bowel prep by the physician, and CPEST staff made arrangements for the patients to pick-up the prescribed prep from local pharmacy; CPEST was billed for the prep medication.

· As of December 2008:

· OSPS was pulled off the OTC market due to acute phosphate nephropathy 
· Endoscopists began prescribing more expensive bowel prep solutions/kits that cost up to 13 times the cost of OSPS.  
· How does CPEST staff keep track of prescriptions being filled, notifying pharmacy that CPEST patient can pick-up RX, and keep track of billing to the CPEST program.

Solution
· Endoscopist faxes prescription form to CPEST staff and to pharmacy (one community pharmacy). 
· CPEST staff faxes prescription and CPEST voucher (see attachment) to pharmacy.
· Prescription is filled by pharmacy 
Benefits

· CPEST staff does not have to worry about keeping a supply of multiple bowel preps, storage, etc.

· Patient picks-up prescription

· CPEST program is billed (contract price) by pharmacy for prescription medication.  

For more information, please contact: Peggy Ferguson, Nurse Case Manager

Phone: 410-819-5628     Email: mrfergus@dhmh.state.md.us
6. Local Services Update – Kitty Musk

· We have been advised that due to state budget issues, the MedBank is closed and the Governor's Well Mobile no longer operates on the Eastern Shore.  The Governor’s Well Mobile will continue to operate in Prince George's County but that will most likely be ending in the near future.
7. Surveillance and Evaluation Unit Updates –Carmela Groves, and Annette Hopkins
· FY09 Performance Measures:  Health Officer Memo #09-32 contains the final data and comparison to performance measures; for those measures ‘not met,’ please submit the Action Plan response (due 8/25/09) if not done already.
· CDB Updates:  
· New features:  New billing reports (Provider Payments by Practice, Outstanding Payments); Revised reports (Pending Treatment Status, C-CoPD); Revised ‘income’ field on Core Form so get error message if insert a comma; Prostate—can enter a DRE as diagnostic procedure; Prostate, Oral, Skin post screening-increased size of Comments field under Diagnosis Status
· Coming soon:  New CRC fields (Client risks, p. 1), Revised Ulcerative colitis and Crohn’s colitis-added new check box for IBD and type unspecified, New selections (‘None’ added to CRC ‘Other Medical History’); Provider Specialty-can select CRNP); New ‘Standards’ Reports Menu 
· Reminder: Colorectal Cancer Screening Indicators and Standards- Please take a few moments to review and provide feed back regarding the reasonableness of the noted “Standard” listed in Health Officer Memo #09-29, Attachment 4. Please provide this feed back to Carmela Groves of the Surveillance and Evaluation Unit.

· Reminder:  Evaluation of Colonoscopy Results Compared to CoRADS – As requested in our Health Officer Memo #09-33, please send or e-mail a copy of the provided Dear Colleague letter (Attachment 1 of the HO memo) to the endoscopists in your program (past and present).  If you think they need another copy of the CO-RADS article or checklist, you may provide that, but the Web site for these materials is provided for them, as well as the Web site for all of Dr. Steinberger's slides of the evaluation. 

If you have any problems such as connecting to the CDB or navigating the system, you may contact:
Lorraine Underwood at lunderwood@dhmh.state.md.us  410 -767-0791 (Main number)

Jia Soellner at jsoellner@dhmh.state.md.us 410-767-0815

Dr. Eileen Steinberger at esteinberger@dhmh.state.md.us  410-767-0789

Annette Hopkins at ahopkins@dhmh.state.md.us 410-767-0810

Maya King at mking@dhmh.state.md.us  410-767-2033

Carmela Groves at cgroves@dhmh.state.md.us 410-767-2616

      Annette Hopkins at ahopkins@dhmh.state.md.us  410-767-0810

You may also continue to use CDBHelp@dhmh.state.md.us to tell us if you have problems or questions.
If you have any problems such as connecting to the EDB or navigating the system or questions about the guidelines, you may contact:
Alyse Weinstein Cooper at aweinstein@dhmh.state.md.us  410 -767-2420

Jia Soellner at jsoellner@dhmh.state.md.us 410-767-0815

Lorraine Underwood at lunderwood@dhmh.state.md.us  410 -767-0791 (Main number)
Maya King at mking@dhmh.state.md.us  410-767-2033

Carmela Groves at cgroves@dhmh.state.md.us 410-767-2616
You may also continue to use EDBHelp@dhmh.state.md.us to tell us if you have problems or questions. 

8. Administrative/Grants/Budget and related Fiscal Issues - Barbara Andrews
· Reminder: FY 2009 440s – The deadline for submitting the 440s, including the 440s of your subcontractors, is August 31, 2009, as stated in the Local Health Department Funding System Manual and Human Services Funding Manual for the academic centers.
· Reminder:  Health Officer Memo #09-26.  Local CRFP CPEST Programs are required to review and certify their subcontractor budgets at the beginning of the grant cycle, or contract start date.  The certification must be completed before any money is awarded to the subcontractor. 
· FY2010 CRFP Grant Application - Grants are being reviewed and staff will be contacting programs for clarifications and corrections as needed.
· New Employee Orientation

      We are planning another Orientation for new local program CRF-CPEST/Public Health staff.  The schedule will be announced.  If you have new staff, please contact Ahmed Elmi at 410-767-0786 or aelmi@dhmh.state.md.us.  

· Community Health Coalition Meetings 

         Thanks for continuing to send us your notices of coalition meetings, minutes and communications to coalition members.  We continue to share them with Dr. Hussein, Director of the Cigarette Restitution Fund Program and other DHMH staff. Please ensure that your local government representatives are invited to your coalition meetings and are informed of other opportunities for education and involvement in your CRFP-CPEST cancer control activities/programs and Community Health Coalition.
9. Requested Teleconference Discussion Issues – You may e-mail in your questions ahead of time to any of the above staff at the CCSC; you may send a copy to Barbara Andrews (bandrews@dhmh.state.md.us) who will coordinate the list of incoming questions for future teleconferences. 

Mark your calendars for the following dates for CCSC CRF Teleconferences.  We will cancel them if we don’t have sufficient items to warrant holding the teleconference.  

Third Wednesday, 10-11:30 a.m.:


September 16, 2009

October 21, 2009
       
November 18, 2009   
December 16, 2009
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