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CCSC HOM #03-40

MEMORANDUM

Date:

August 19, 2003

To:

Health Officers


CRF and Colorectal Cancer Coordinators


SAHC CRF Coordinators

From:

Sharon Bosi, R.N., Nurse Consultant


Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control

Through:
Diane Dwyer, M.D., Medical Director



Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control

Re:
 
Reimbursement for Multiple Biopsies Taken During Colonoscopy

We have received multiple inquiries from local CPEST programs requesting guidance on how to reimburse providers who obtain and bill for multiple biopsies during a single colonoscopy procedure.  On the attached pages, the CPT codes and applicable reimbursement rates are provided for the most frequent codes that we have seen CPEST Programs billed by program providers who perform colonoscopies (Attachment 1).  In addition, we have provided examples of the payment block of HCFA1500 forms to illustrate the billing and for discussion purposes during our teleconference (Attachment 2). 

Colonoscopy

1. CPT code descriptions (see Attachment 1) are inclusive of “biopsy, single or multiple”  or “tumor(s)” “polyp(s)” obtained or removed by the same technique.  That is, if multiple biopsies or removals are obtained using only one biopsy/removal technique, the payment for that particular CPT code is inclusive for one or more biopsies or removals.  Therefore, your program should reimburse only one allowable Medicare amount for that CPT code, whether one or more biopsies were taken or removals done, and whether the provider lists and bills for the same CPT code several times on the same HCFA 1500 (see Example 1 on Attachment 2).    
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2. The provider may submit more than one colonoscopy CPT code if multiple biopsy/removal techniques were used (e.g., 45383 and 45384 if both snare and hot biopsy forceps were used to obtain biopsies or remove lesions).  If more than one CPT code is billed for different techniques used during the same colonoscopy procedure, 

a. The program should reimburse the full allowable Medicare amount for the CPT code with the higher reimbursement first.  

b. Then reimburse 50% of the allowable Medicare rate for the CPT code with the second higher reimbursement rate.  

c. If a third technique is employed during the same colonoscopy procedure and billed, then reimburse 25% of that allowed amount.

(See Example 2, Attachment 2)

3. Modifiers provide a means by which a service can be noted without changing the procedure code.  Modifiers add more information as well as help to eliminate the appearance of duplicate billing.  A modifier code “-51” may be attached to CPT codes if multiple biopsies were performed (see Attachment, page 4:  “-51 Modifier:  When multiple procedures… are performed at the same session…”).  Using this modifier code does not change the reimbursement rate.  (See Example 3, Attachment 2)

Pathology Charges for Colonoscopy and Other Specimens

You may see multiple specimens charged with the same or different CPT codes from the pathology laboratory on one HCFA 1500. Because the lab examines each of the specimens submitted and the CPT code is for processing one specimen, your program may reimburse for each CPT code billed. (See Example 4, Attachment 2)

Colonoscopy – Facility Fees

We plan to provide guidance in the future about whether multiple CPT codes for facility fees can be billed for one colonoscopy when multiple biopsy techniques were used. Call us if this occurs.

Please contact me by e-mail at sbosic@dhmh.state.md.us or by telephone at 410-767-5069 if you have any questions.  You may also call Catherine Musk, Nurse Consultant at cmusk@dhmh.state.md.us or 410-767-0777 for assistance or Dr. Dwyer.  

Attachments (hard copy faxed to CRF/Colorectal Cancer Coordinators; Examples not included with e-mail version of memo)

cc:
Carlessia Hussein, Dr. P.H.


Russell Moy, M.D., M.P.H.


Marsha Bienia
Toll Free 1-877-4MD-DHMH ( TYY for Disabled - Maryland Relay Service 1-800-735-2258

Web Site: www.dhmh.state.md.us
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