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DHMH Awarded CDC Grant for Colorectal Cancer Control

The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s Family Health Administration has been awarded a five-year grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for a Colorectal Cancer Control Program.  Maryland is one of 26 states and tribal organizations to be awarded funds to increase colorectal cancer screening rates.  The goal of the grant is to increase colorectal cancer screening among all persons aged 50 and older in Maryland and to reduce health disparities in colorectal cancer screening, incidence, and mortality.  The funds will support initiatives such as statewide public education, outreach, and provider education focused on increasing colorectal cancer screening among insured individuals, and a screening initiative for low-income, underinsured or uninsured people aged 50-64 years in Baltimore City as well. 

The three Baltimore City colorectal cancer screening sites will be: Saint Agnes Hospital, University of Maryland Medical Center, and Mercy Medical Center.  Colorectal cancer screening at these sites will begin in early 2010.

Colorectal cancer is the third leading cause of cancer death in Maryland.  In Maryland and nationally, low-income and minority populations are disproportionately affected by colorectal cancer.  “By increasing screening for colorectal cancer, we can identify more cancers at an early stage and save the lives of Maryland residents,” said DHMH Secretary, John Colmers.  “Colonoscopy can also prevent colorectal cancer if precancerous growths in the colon and rectum are identified and removed before they become cancerous,” added Diane Dwyer, M.D., medical director for DHMH’s Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control.

Maryland has worked to increase colorectal cancer screening and has screened over 19,000 low-income uninsured Marylanders through the Cigarette Restitution Fund Colorectal Cancer Screening Program conducted by local health departments throughout the state, the CDC-funded Screening Demonstration Program in Baltimore City, and the Maryland Cancer Fund colorectal cancer screening programs in Cecil County, and in Baltimore City at Union Memorial Hospital and Harbor Hospital.

For more information about colorectal cancer screening and prevention activities in Maryland, please visit the DHMH Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control website www.fha.maryland.gov/cancer or http://fha.maryland.gov/cancer/crc_home.cfm.
For more information about the CDC Colorectal Cancer Control Program, please visit www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal and www.cdc.gov/screenforlife
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