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Dear Colleague,

We are writing to ask for your help to decrease cancer in Maryland. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), about 14 million people, including teens, become infected with the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) each year, posing a significant public health risk.  HPV is a common virus that spreads by sexual contact, and can cause cervical cancer in women and penile cancer in men. HPV can also cause anal cancer, throat cancer and genital warts in both men and women. 

	The HPV vaccine is recommended for preteen boys and girls at age 11 or 12 to provide protection before exposure to the virus. The HPV vaccine has been shown to be very effective in preventing HPV.  Unfortunately, according to the CDC National Immunization Survey, HPV vaccination rates in Maryland are only 31% for girls receiving 3 doses of the vaccine, and 20% for boys receiving one dose of the vaccine. This places Maryland slightly below the national average for vaccination rates.

	We are encouraging physicians, Local Health Departments, and parents of children around the state to take part in increasing HPV vaccination coverage in Maryland.  As a physician, you can join this statewide effort and help to prevent cancer by increasing the uptake of the HPV vaccine among your patients.  Physician recommendation has been shown to be one of the greatest influencing factors in a parent’s decision to have their children vaccinated against HPV.  I encourage you to procure the vaccination for your facility, provide information, and discuss the benefits of HPV vaccination with parents of age-eligible children. 

Please consider the promotional materials listed below and the attached CDC fact sheet as a “toolkit” for this educational effort.  The fact sheet may be used in conversations with parents, and the video/radio PSAs may be used in office waiting rooms.  All of the toolkit materials are available at no cost to providers by visiting http://phpa.dhmh.maryland.gov/cancer/SitePages/HPV.aspx, or by visiting the individual links listed below.  

· Fact Sheet for Parents-May be ordered in large quantities at no cost to providers: http://phpa.dhmh.maryland.gov/cancer/SitePages/HPV.aspx
· PSA Videos about HPV: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/cdcmediaresources/index.html?tab=2#TabbedPanels1
· 15 second Radio PSA about HPV: http://www2c.cdc.gov/podcasts/player.asp?f=8630170
· 30 second Radio PSA about HPV: http://www2c.cdc.gov/podcasts/player.asp?f=8630172
· Spanish version of the 30 second radio PSA about HPV: http://www2c.cdc.gov/podcasts/player.asp?f=8630999

	
Additional information for clinicians about the HPV vaccine is available at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/VPD-VAC/hpv/#clinical. Thank you for all that you do to improve the health of Marylanders, and for your consideration of joining this important effort to prevent cancer by increasing the uptake of the HPV vaccination.


Sincerely,

