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CCSC HO Memo #12-11
MEMORANDUM
To:
Health Officers


CRF/CPEST Program Directors, Coordinators, and Staff


SAHC Program Directors, Coordinators, and Staff

Through:
Courtney Lewis, M.P.H.


Director, Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control

From:
Carmela Groves, R.N., M.S.

Program Manager, Surveillance and Evaluation Unit, CCSC

Date:
April 11, 2012                       
Subject:
Sites that Offer Colonoscopy in Maryland as of 3/21/2012
In March 2012, we conducted a survey of local CRF/CPEST Program on sites that offer colonoscopy in Maryland, using a list of Ambulatory Surgical Facilities (ASFs) obtained from the DHMH Office of Health Care Quality.  Local Cigarette Restitution Fund-Cancer Prevention, Education, Screening and Treatment (CRF-CPEST) Programs were asked to indicate which ASFs performed colonoscopy and also to add additional facilities not on the list.  Additional information was collected as to facility type/location, if local programs contract with the site, if the site is Health Services Cost Review Commission (HSCRC) regulated, and if regulated, are the rates the CPEST program pays the HSCRC rate or a rate that is lower (the program negotiated with the regulated entity).
The data are summarized in the attached PDF file as follows:

Map:  Sites that Offer Colonoscopies in Maryland as of 3/21/201 by Location Status
Map:  Sites that Offer Colonoscopies in Maryland as of 3/21/201 by Affiliation
Map:  Sites that Offer Colonoscopies in Maryland as of 3/21/201 by HSCRC Status
Map:  Sites that Offer Colonoscopies in Maryland as of 3/21/201 by Designation
Summary:  Sites that Perform Colonoscopy in Maryland, 3/21/2012
List of facilities that perform colonoscopy by jurisdiction--Updated
This list of facilities updates the list provided in HO Memo #12-08
Based on the this newly acquired knowledge, the Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control recommends that CRF-CPEST Programs, to the extent possible, contract with and utilize ambulatory surgical facilities (ASFs), non HSCRC-regulated entities, or other facilities in which the Program has negotiated a rate no more than the Medicare facility rates for cancer screening, and the Medicaid rates for cancer diagnosis and treatment.  You may also take this opportunity to contact your hospital and try to negotiate a lower rate for their facility fee.  Local Programs may need to make arrangements for transporting clients to other jurisdictions/sites in Maryland that perform colonoscopy if the less expensive facility fee is not at the closest provider.  
We recognize that there may be circumstances for which Programs need to utilize regulated entities (i.e., hospitals) for individuals at high risk for anesthesia problems (severe underlying cardiac or pulmonary disease; substance abuse with anticipated problems in achieving deep enough sedation; or prior difficulty with colonoscopy); however, we encourage local CRF-CPEST Programs to use less expensive options for your clients at average anesthesia risk and for clients in which there are no anticipated complications. 
We believe that by implementing this recommendation, the Programs will be able to recognize cost savings and therefore screen more clients in your Programs.
Thank you for your efforts in completing the survey, providing the necessary information, and complying with this recommendation, as applicable.  If information changes or needs updating, please let me know.

Should you have any questions, please let me know (cgroves@dhmh.state.md.us or 410-767-2616).

Attachment (sent electronically)

cc:  
Donna Gugel, M.H.S.
Kelly Sage, M.S.

Courtney Lewis, M.P.H.

Sarah Conolly Hokenmaier, M.P.A.
Diane Dwyer, M.D.
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