PROCLAMATION

Local Public Health Proclamation for:
COLORECTAL CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
MARCH 2011
WHEREAS,
Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in Maryland.  The American Cancer Society estimates 2,630 new cases and 950 deaths occurred in 2010 in Maryland due to colorectal cancer; and

WHEREAS, 
Early detection and prevention of colorectal cancer can be accomplished through screening.  People ages 50 and over and individuals under 50 years with personal or family risk factors for colorectal cancer should be screened; and 
WHEREAS, 
Private health insurance, Medicare, and Medicaid provide coverage for colorectal cancer screening; therefore, insured individuals are urged to use their health care benefits and get screened; and

WHEREAS, 
The Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Center for Cancer Surveillance and Control, and local health programs provide no-cost colorectal cancer screening for eligible individuals and provide education to the public and health care providers through funding from the Cigarette Restitution Fund, the Maryland Cancer Fund, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; and  

WHEREAS, 
The Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and its local public health programs urge health care providers to recommend colorectal screening for their eligible patients and urge the public to seek screening.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, (Insert local official’s name and title), do hereby proclaim MARCH 2011, as COLORECTAL CANCER AWARENESS MONTH in (Insert name of jurisdiction), and do commend this observance to all of our citizens.
(Dated March 1, 2011)
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