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June 2, 2015

Annual Report on Youth Camps for 2014

Dear Secretary Mitchell:

The Maryland Youth Camp Safety Advisory Council is a Governor-appointed board of camp
professionals, public health experts, and concerned citizens.

In fulfillment of the Annotated Code of Maryland 14-404(c), we are writing to provide you
with information regarding the number of youth camps, facilities, and campers in our state
for the summer 2014. Please find the attached pages in support of this requirement.

In comparison to other states, the over 140,000 youth that attend Maryland camps each year
are very fortunate that our state has excellent regulations and compliance inspections for its
youth camps. It is crucial that our state’s licensing requirements are met by the more than
600 state-licensed youth camps in Maryland. Thank you for helping keep Maryland’s youth
safer by continuing to fully fund the seasonal inspectors and the Youth Camp Program.

In support of this Council’s defined purpose to “advise and assist the Department in
developing and reviewing [youth camp] regulations,” we recommend making available
resources that will allow for online data collection, specifically, the license application and
end of year reports submitted to the department by camps. The data is currently submitted
to the department mail, fax or scanned copies that are emailed. We believe that the benefit
of creating forms that can be filled online and entered directly into a database system is
twofoid. First it will significantly decrease time in collecting and analyzing data, and will make
for more accurate data analysis, thus allowing the department and the Council to have a
data-driven understanding of the injuries and illnesses occurring at our camps. This
surveillance data will drive targeted and effective regulatory changes as well as improved
education for camp operators - both of which will positively affect the safety of our children
at camp.

The Youth Camp Safety Advisory Council supports the Department’s initiative to gain better
compliance with camps that currently operate without a license. The committee advocates
for better education of the licensing process as well as stronger penalties for operating
without a license. The department is in need of more resources to help identify unlicensed
programs operating as camps.

Thank you again for your support for the health and safety of Maryland’s Youth Camps and
the children we serve.

Sincerely,

) —

The Maryland ¥éuth Camp Safety Advisory Council

CC: Governor Larry Hogan
Enc: Youth Camp Safety Advisory Council’s report
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